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Happy March? 

The trucker protest is finally over. We thought life could get back to some kind of 
pandemic-conscious normal but then the Russian invasion of Ukraine threw us into 
wondering how we can help, how can we show our support for the people of 
Ukraine. What more can we do? 

A member of my congregation found a wonderful video about some ceremony being done in a Ukrainian 
church when a dove flew in and settled over the picture of Jesus' baptism. Check it out: video link. 

Last evening (Wednesday), a special service was held at the Ukrainian church on Green Valley Crescent. 
Apologies for not being able to advertise it sooner, but we can do more than show our solidarity. The 
PWS&D is receiving donations for Ukraine, specifically to provide urgently needed food and non-food 

support for refugees. For more information on the Presbyterian response, check out PWSD response 
info.

I got a very interesting response to my video on what Christianity has to offer and 
paste it here unedited: 

 "Christianity offers you the unique opportunity to join with others who are self-
loathing disempowered people, too. How much do you have to hate yourself to 
bow down to a god who will love you into an eternal conscious torment if you 
don't? That's called narcissistic codependency." 

I did respond, knowing that it probably wouldn't lessen her anger and hurt but feeling 
that I needed to acknowledge her pain as well as provide some opportunity for healing 
for her and possibly others whom we Christians have hurt in our arrogance. 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada has responded to petitions stating "that some members of ethnic 
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minorities within the [PCC] have experienced 'silencing' and 'mistreatment' including 'slander, ridicule, 
racism'" with a pastoral letter that can be found here. While individuals may say that they are not racist 
so why should they confess sins that they are not guilty of, we also say that we are the Church, the body 
of Christ on earth which ultimately means that we are connected with those Christians who are guilty. 

I came across an interesting phrase in In the Presence of Jesus... - "living in the reality of a fallen world" - 
we live in such a reality, have been shaped by it, and have a role to play in shaping our reality. How can 
we best proclaim the Gospel when we ourselves are imperfect, fallen human beings? How can we 
reach out to those whom the Church has hurt in some way, listen to their pain, and somehow 
reflect the presence of a merciful and compassionate God? 

Somethings to think about as we journey through Lent! 

Take care. Stay warm. Stay safe. 

Cheryl 
Presbytery Ministry Animator 
https://animator-pcc.ca/) 
minister@cherylgaver.ca 

Job Postings 

Office Administrator Position. St. Timothy's (Ottawa) 
Not sure if this position is still open since I couldn't find anything about it on 
their website or Facebook page. But, the job was advertised on the Gloucester 
website, saying, "This is a part time, paid position three mornings a week, 3-4 
hours per day for general office duties. Application by resumé should be 
received as soon as possible. For further information please contact the 
church office at 613 733-0131 or by email: sttimsoffice@on.aibn.ca. 

Caretaker Position. Parkwood (Ottawa) 
"The Caretaker position at Parkwood Presbyterian Church, Ottawa (10 Chesterton Drive) will be vacant 
effective 1 May, 2022 and we are seeking a suitable candidate to fill this position. The duties of the 
position include routine and special cleaning as well as some routine maintenance duties. The position is 
a part-time position (16-20 hours per week)." To learn more, check out their ad, or email the church office 
(office@parkwoodchurch.ca).  

Operations Manager. Gracefield Christian Camp & Retreat Centre 
(Gracefield) 
This paid position is full time from May to October and part time from 
November to April. Housing at the camp can be provided. For further 
information please see the complete job description at 
https://gracefieldcamp.ca/employment/ or contact the camp office at 819-
463-2465 or by email at work@gracefieldcamp.ca.

Summer Job Openings. Gracefield Christian Camp & Retreat Centre 
(Gracefield). There are program positions (e.g., Program Director, LIT 
Director, Lifeguards, Camp Counsellors) and operations positions (e.g., 
Head Housekeeper, Assistant Cook, Office Administrator). For further 
information please see the complete job description at 
https://gracefieldcamp.ca/employment/ or contact the camp office at 819-
463-2465 or by email at work@gracefieldcamp.ca.

Lenten Studies 

As we enter into Lent, the pandemic has pushed into new venues for Lenten studies. How can we help 
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our people navigate Lent when many are hesitant to come back to church or are too "Zoomed-out" to 
want to start a new study? 

Thankfully some congregations have developed programs that families can do on their own and on their 
own time. Here are examples of what two congregations are offering - apologies for not advertising all: 

St. Stephen's (Ottawa). Click here for larger size 

Westminster (Ottawa). Click here for larger size. 

Different Bible Studies 

Thanks to Zoom people have access to Bible studies offered by different congregations. So here are a 
few options that I found on your websites or newsletters. I'm not sure if all of them are available through 
Zoom but do give you contact info. 

SUNDAYS 12:15 p.m. Exploring the Essentials. Parkwood (Ottawa). Contact Dora Brown for 
more information.  

MONDAYS 7:30 p.m. The Protestant Reformation, Part 2. Parkwood (Ottawa). Contact James 
MacFie for more information. Starts in March.  

TUESDAYS 10:30 a.m. The Book of Acts (1st and 3rd Tuesdays). St. Andrew's (Ottawa). 
Contact Karen Dimock for the Zoom link and dates.  

7:30 p.m. The Protestant Reformation, Part 2. Parkwood (Ottawa). Contact James 
MacFie for more information. Starts in March.  

WEDNESDAYS 9:00 a.m. Bible Study. St. Andrew's (Stittsville). Contact Doug Kendall for more 
information.  
10:00 a.m. Stories in Genesis. Knox (Ottawa). Contact Jim Pot for Zoom link.  
10:00 a.m. Exploring our Faith. Rockland Community (Rockland). Contact Ruth 
Draffin for Zoom link.  
2:00 p.m. In the Presence of Jesus (by Paul Bane/Matt Litton). Pastoral charge 
of Avonmore, Finch & Gravel Hill. Contact Cheryl Gaver for Zoom link.  
7:00 p.m. Power & Passion: Six Characters in Search of Resurrection (by 
Samuel Wells). St. Andrew's (Ottawa). Contact Laura McGregor for more 
information.  
7:30 p.m. Barrhaven Bible Study. Contact John Fair at 613 823 9970 to get Zoom 
link.  
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THURSDAYS 7:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study. Rockland Community (Rockland). Contact Ruth 
Draffin for Zoom link.  

7:00 p.m. (alternate Tuesdays). Encounters with Jesus - Bible conversation for 
everyone. Gloucester (Ottawa). Contact Denise Allen-Macartney for more 
information.  

FRIDAYS 10:00 a.m. The Book of Tobit. St. Giles (Ottawa). Contact Paul Wu for 
Teleconference link.  

7:00 p.m. Bible Study discussing the sermon. St. Timothy's (Ottawa). Contact 
Reine Boghos for Zoom link.  
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