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Hi everyone 

For those of you who were unable to attend this year's Synod conference, 
you missed something truly special. (I was unable to attend the whole 
conference because of another commitment but hopefully can catch up with 
videos). 

The theme was "Climate Change: What Can I Do?" - I have to admit that 
climate change is not high on my list of priorities or interests. I am much 
more interested in communicating the Gospel and in healing & reconciliation 
with Indigenous peoples. But I was blown away by the very first question 
asked by the keynote speaker, Norman Wirzba: What kind of world are 
we in? The question seems a little ridiculous at first, but he continued, "How 
we think about the world affects what we think about ourselves and our 
place in the world."  

In other words, if we think of the world as full of resources for us to use, then we have turned the 
world into a grocery store and everything in it as something to be bought, used, and discarded. 
It's hard to deal with climate change with such an attitude. Success is determined by how much we have - 
how much we can buy. Everything - including people - become commodity items in the store. No wonder 
people wait for God to come in and set things straight. 

But change that perspective - recognize that life is sacred - the world is sacred - everything in the 
world is a gift from God - and suddenly how we think about ourselves and others changes. Food isn't 
something to stuff ourselves with - it's a gift from God, from the Creator. In other words, all of life 
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becomes expressions of God's love. Success-as-buying-power is transformed into gratitude. 

When I think of what I value in my home, it's not so much my furniture and books and art, but "this piece 
from my cousin", "that table from my grandmother", "that painting from a classmate at university", "that 
book given as a gift when I got my Ph.D." Do I need them? No. Do I want to get rid of them? No, because 
they are gifts and I want to make sure I take care of them.  

Now, to learn to incorporate that profound sense of gratitude into my life, my preaching and my ministry! 

(Links to videos from the conference will be made available). 

Take care and stay safe 

Cheryl 
Presbytery Ministry Animator 
(https://www.cherylgaver.ca/PMA/) 

Parliament of World Religions 

The Parliament of World Religions was held virtually this year. There 
were some challenging moments with videos freezing or sound muffled, 
and with unwieldy times for certain sessions - interested in Asian 
religions? Those sessions were scheduled for 1:00 a.m., 2:30 a.m. and 
so on! (I decided I wasn't that interested and missed those.) 

Climate change was a major theme at the conference. Dr. Jane Goodall 
challenged us - with 70% of the world's population belonging to a 
faith tradition, then we as faith leaders need to take a lead. The 
Golden Rule doesn't just apply to human beings - it applies to the 
natural world as well - to animals and plants. 

Bishop William E. Swing reminded us that the Bible doesn't say, "God so loved the Christian people" 
but "God so loved the world" and we need to open our hearts to the world and to compassion. 

Breakout sessions covered a variety of topics. Some that I attended focused on spirituality in traumatic 
times, different perspectives on coping with grief, and skills for hospital & hospice patience and 
caregivers. There were, of course, sessions on different religions, rituals, and decolonization. 

One session dealt with our need to "evolve our language" 
for 21st century chaplains. As chaplains, we meet people 
of many faiths and people of no faith - how do we reflect 
God's love in our words and actions?  

Too many people today express Christ cringe - i.e., 
"Dear Jesus, Please keep us away from your 
followers" - I had never heard this term before but it 
reflects how much harm we have done to others through 
the years. How can we communicate the Gospel of God's 
love and compassion to people who run away at the thought of "Not again with Christianity rammed 
down our throats"? OUCH! 

The most surprising event for me was on the last day, the Sri Damesh Band played the "Highland 
Cathedral" - Yes, the picture says it all - Sikh musicians (complete with turbans and beards) playing 
bagpipes and sporting highland colours! Maybe colonialism wasn't all bad? 

The next Parliament of World Religions takes place in 2023 in Chicago. 



3

Upcoming Events 

October 27, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
Advent Resources for Families: Journey towards 
Christmas 

Join Anne Miller and Emily Hill to learn about a new 
Presbyterian Church in Canada resource for Advent: 
"Journey to Christmas" - a devotional booklet for 
families that is filled with activities - that will be coming 
out this month. 

There will also be plenty of time for discussion and 
sharing of Advent resources that YOU will be using this 
year. So come ready to share! 

To register for the above Zoom event and get the Zoom link, contact Emily Hill (ehill@presbyterian.ca). 

October 29, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
Virtual Trivia Night 
Knox (Ottawa) 
Join Knox (Ottawa) for a friendly and FUN 
game of Trivia. ALL are welcome. Play on 
your own or with your household group. Trivia 
is adult-focused but family-friendly!  

The winning team will receive a $50 gift 
certificate to Colonnade Pizza, plus bragging 
rights. 

RSVP to Debbie Campbell debbiecampbell@sympatico.ca by October 22. Those who have registered 
will get the Zoom link October 29th by 6:00 p.m. Note - Trivia Night is sponsored by the Knox Church 
Guild. The event is free but donations are welcome to support Guild fundraising. 

November 6, 2021 / November 21, 2021, 4:00 p.m. 
Heaven's Kitchen 

This year's Presbytery-wide Fall Youth event is a hybrid 
event: 
Part 1 - Congregational Youth Group / At Home 

 Prepare your favourite food with your youth group or
family. Take pictures or video documenting the 
process. Submit your picture/poster/video plus 
recipe by November 6. 

 You can submit your creation to Cheryl Gaver
(cgaver@cogeco.ca) OR upload it to google docs 
(https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=162KLP6tM
1iRz2Js_kMeZAag1PmCQB3qD) 

Part 2 - Virtual Event, November 21st @ 4:00 p.m. 
 Share your creation with other Presbyterian youth in a

Zoom meeting. See what others have submitted. Get 
a copy of everyone's recipes! We'll also have games, 
songs and awards for a fun time for all. 

We won't be able to actually taste your creations but that won't stop us from giving awards to everyone - 



For example, "Most original creation" - "Most likely to be served (or NOT served) in a 5-star restaurant" - 
"Best looking" - "Best TV snack" ... 

To register for the event and get the Zoom link, contact Cheryl Gaver (cgaver@cogeco.ca). 

November 9, 2021, 1:00 p.m. 
Designing Children and Family Faith Formation for 
the Post-Pandemic World 

December 14, 2021, 1:00 p.m. 
Designing Adult Faith Formation for the Post-
Pandemic World 

These webinars are part of the Faith Formation series 
being offered by the PCC in collaboration with 
LifelongFaith.com 

To register for the above webinars and get video links for 
the previous sessions (September and October), contact 
Emily Hill (ehill@presbyterian.ca).  

November 10, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
How to Create a Faith-Formation Playlist 

The Rev. Kathy Pittenger has agreed to come back and talk to us more 
about creating faith formation playlists. She will specifically focus on 
Advent playlists because - 'tis the 
season! https://www.lifelongfaith.com/playlists.html 

To register for the event and get the Zoom link, contact Emily Hill 
(ehill@presbyterian.ca). 

Presbytery of Seaway-Glengarry/Ottawa | c/o Rev. Dr. Cheryl Gaver, 276-751, Prescott, 
Ontario K0E 1T0 Canada 

Try email marketing for free today! 


