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Hi everyone 

Well, there is light at the end of the tunnel. We are still pretty close to 
lockdown, but are beginning to PLAN FOR THE POST-PANDEMIC 
WORLD - (and being able to travel again for holidays!) 

While some of us may simply want to return to the pre-pandemic reality, 
that just isn't possible and won't be happening. People have become used 
to not going to church Sunday mornings! 

So, what will the post-pandemic church be like? What will we need to 
rebuild? What will we need to improve? What will need to be dropped or at 
least modified? 

These are only some of the questions we are beginning to ask - and others are beginning to answer. We 
know that congregations need help with developing/improving their online presence - but what are they 
actually trying to do and why? Have they (or you) figured out what you are trying to accomplish in the 
post-pandemic world? 

Nasty questions but there is good news. You aren't the only one asking and God may actually be using 
the pandemic to push us out of our comfortable buildings and back into the mission field of reaching 
people where they are! If God is working to build and strengthen his Church, then isn't that Good News? 
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One piece of good news - St. Andrew's (Ottawa) Celtic Cross is back! 
"Following a tip from a kind woman who was walking her dog by the Ottawa River, 
the police found our cross being used as a trail marker. it was dropped off by a 
Constable and looks no worse for wear." Thanks to all who shared the original post! 

Stay safe and take care. 

Cheryl 
Presbytery Ministry Animator 
(https://www.cherylgaver.ca/PMA/) 

Honouring the 215+ 

Where Are the Children? 
A mass grave was found at the Kamloops 
residential school. Bodies of 215 children were 
discovered with the youngest being 3 years sold. 
Why is anyone surprised? 

We have known about the mass graves for years - 
even decades in some cases. The TRC (Truth & 
Reconciliation Commission) published a whole 
volume (get the publication) about the missing 
children and unmarked graves in 2015! 

Perhaps the pandemic has brought that reality 
closer to us so that this time we are listening. But 
how will we respond? 

Jobs 

GLOUCESTER 
Deadline June 18 
5:00 p.m. 

Program Assistant. Gloucester (Ottawa) is looking for an "enthusiastic, self-
motivated young adult who is passionate about supporting children, youth, 
and families to work as a Program Assistant. For more information, see  
their website (https://gloucesterchurch.ca/job-posting/). To apply or make 
further inquiries, please contact the church at officegpchurch@gmail.com. 

KNOX (Ottawa) 
Deadline July 15 

Knox Student Internship Program. Knox (Ottawa) is looking for University 
students (or others) who are looking to discern ministry gifts while serving in 
an urban church setting, exploring spiritual gifts for ministry, developing 
leadership skills, receiving mentoring about ministry, and earning a modest 
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wage. For more information, including application form, see their website 
(https://www.knoxottawa.ca/news/applications-open-for-student-internships) 

ST. PAUL's 
(Ottawa) 
No deadline given 

Family Pastor. St. Paul's (Ottawa) is looking for a full-time Family Pastor 
with a focus on children's ministry. For more information, see their website 
(http://stpaulspcottawa.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Family-
Pastor_St-Pauls-Ottawa-2021-1.pdf). 

Student Bursaries 

KNOX (Ottawa) 
Deadline June 30 

Lilian Forsyth Scholarship for Church Music. Knox (Ottawa) is offering 
the Lilian Forsyth Scholarship to foster excellence in the music of Christian 
worship. Applicants may be organists, choir directors, composers, and other 
musicians. More information, including the application form, can be found on 
their website (https://www.knoxottawa.ca/ministries/worship/pages/lilian-
forsyth-scholarship).  

GRACE (Orleans) 
Deadline July 1 

Troy Tofflemire Student Bursary. Grace (Orleans) is offering educational 
bursaries of up to $1000 to applicants meeting their requirements. This 
bursary is available to those who are communicant members of Grace 
(Orleans), have completed or are in their final year of secondary schooling, 
and have been accepted to attend a certified post-secondary educational 
institution in preparation for Christian ministry. For more information, see 
their website (https://www.graceorleans.ca/home/news/the-troy-tofflemire-
student-bursury/). 

Gracefield News 

RAIN BARREL 
FUNDRAISER 
Deadline July 1 

Gracefield has partnered with RainBarrel.ca to host a fundraiser selling 
rain barrels. Each rain barrel includes a leaf and mosquito filter basket, an 
overflow adaptor, a spigot and an overflow hose. Prices start at $35 and 
must be pre-ordered online.  

For an Ottawa pickup, please order at www.rainbarrel.ca/gracefieldchristian. 
Pre-ordered rain barrels will be available for pickup Wednesday June 16th, 
4:00-7:00 p.m. at St. Paul's in Ottawa.  

For a Cornwall pickup, please order at www.rainbarrel.ca/gracefieldcornwall. 
Pre-ordered rain barrels will be available for pickup Thursdsay June 17th 
from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at St. John's in Cornwall.  

For more information, contact Deb Scholey (dscholey@rogers.com or 613-
824-5999).

Where Do We Go From Here? 
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Faithful Innovation for the Post-Covid Church 
Zoom Series 
Friends from the Centre for Missional Leadership, Cyclical 
Inc. and Cyclical PCC came together over three (3) 
Wednesdays to explore what faithful innovation might look 
like as we move towards Christian witness in a post-pandemic 
world.  

Unfortunately, I was not able to attend any of the 
sessions. If any of you were, then why not share what 
you learned from this event? 

Other Workshops / Webinars looking at the Post-
Covid Church 
If you have attended other workshops, webinars, Zoom 
conferences that deal with what the Church might look like in 
the post-Covid era, please share notes, info, etc. with others! 

The Church Beyond the Pandemic 
Hosted by Love Ottawa, the event brought together local (Ottawa) 
leaders to discuss what the Church will look like beyond COVID-19. 
Panelists included: Jeff Hillier (Trinity Pentecostal Orleans); Bryan 
Williams (Emmanuel Apostolic Church); Doug Ward (Kanata Baptist 
Church); Jason Boucher (Life Centre); and Daria Nardozza (WayBase). 
Richard Long (Love Ottawa) moderated the event. 

Panelists shared what they have learned during the pandemic and how they believe God wants them to 
lead their people as we emerge from this extraordinary season. 

Insights 
 Pastors and other leaders may

be ready to move forward - 
after all, we are attending 
workshops and are getting 
ready for the post-pandemic 
Church. BUT OUR PEOPLE 
probably are not ready. 

 Nostalgia is going to be an
important element for those 
who return. 

 We may have focused on one
or two of our primary functions during the pandemic but what about the others? The 4 functions 
are: Sunday Worship (does it have to be on Sunday?), Prayer, Bible Education, and Youth. 

 We discovered how important personal gatherings and fellowship are.

 We also discovered how unprepared we were.

 Don't conflate politics with religion (as is happening to the South)!

 People have not been turning to the church for answers during this pandemic. Our role in society
has definitely changed. 

 Sunday-Centric culture is OVER!
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So Much More! 
More insights were offered - too many to post here. Love Ottawa said 
they would be emailing handouts and notes from the presentations. I will 
let you know once I have them. You can get them either from me or from 
Love Ottawa.  

Some other key insights: 
 Forget the emphasis on Sunday: Focus on Christ and getting

the message across. 
 Pastoral Care: Everyone in your congregation should be a "pastoralist" - all of us should be

looking out for one another. If need be, general training should be provided. 
 Discipleship: People need to learn to feed themselves spiritually. People need to take charge of

their spiritual growth and need to be guided in how to do that. 
 Grief: People need to tell their stories of how they have been dealing with the pandemic. Let

them. Encourage them. 
 Resist the urge to go back to what you are comfortable with. Our people have already moved

on even though they may not realize it. 

Above all - let Jesus lead us. Remember Psalm 127:1. 

Congregational Activities 

These are only a few of the activities I've come across from your websites 
and Facebook pages. Many have been advertised in other months so I am 
not repeating them here. Apologies if I have missed your events. 

Saturday, June 5th is the Big Give. I'm not sure how many churches are 
involved this year. If your congregation is one of them, check out your 
website or Facebook page for more information, or contact the church office. 

SATURDAY 
JUNE 5 

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. The Big GIVE. St. Paul's (Ottawa). St. Paul's will be 
accepting contributions of non-perishable food items at the back parking lot. 
All donations will go to local food banks.  

4:00-5:00 p.m. Neighbours in Need. Knox (Ottawa). Take-out meals are 
available. Special thanks to all who contribute to this ministry. For more 
information, see website https://www.knoxottawa.ca/events/neighbours-in-
need--411/2021-06-05. 

SATURDAY 
JUNE 13 

(Time unknown). Not So Young Adult Group. St. Timothy's (Ottawa). 
Contact Rev. Boghos for more information.  

SATURDAY 
JUNE 20 

National Indigenous Peoples Sunday. ot So Young Adult Group. St. 
Timothy's (Ottawa). Contact Rev. Boghos for more information.  

WEDNESDAY 11:00 a.m. Bible Study: Short Stories by Jesus. St. Andrew's (Richmond) 
has begun a 6-week Bible study of Jesus' parables using the book by Amy-
Jill Levine. Having the book is not mandatory but is recommended. For more 
information, including Zoom link, see their website: 
https://standrewspc.ca/2021/05/13/bible-study-the-parables/. 

11:00 a.m. Bible Study: A Deep Dive Study of the Stories of Genesis. 
Knox (Ottawa). Contact Rev. Pot for Zoom link.  

FRIDAY 10:00 a.m. Virtual Café Connections. St. Timothy's (Ottawa). Join St. 
Timothy's Friday mornings for "a little bit of coffee and a lot of love". Contact 
Rev. Boghos for more information and to get the Zoom link.  
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DAY/TIME NOT 
SPECIFIED 

(Time unknown). Bible Study: Summer in the Psalms. Trinity (Kanata) is 
beginning a 6-week study exploring the primary motifs or themes in the 
Psalms - praise, wisdom, lament, royal, hymn and thanksgiving. Contact the 
church for more information.  

Parents! 

Summer Faith Resources 
What can churches offer children during the summer? 
Looking for answers? 

A lot of programs - in-person / virtual / hybrid - can be found. I will 
be presenting the ones I know about in our "Youth" newsletter. 

If you are not on the list but would like to be, just let me know 
(email: cgaver@cogeco.ca) - or ask your church administrator to 
forward the youth newsletter to you. 
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