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Animator's Ottawa Newsletter for December 

People are like stained glass windows. They sparkle and shine when the sun is out, 
but when the darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is light from within. 

Hi everyone 

Yes, the December newsletter is late, and some events that I would like to 
advertise are just about over. Apologies. 

It's great to see how the different congregations are meeting the challenges in 
our new normal and I wish I could advertise all of them but ... I do want to flag 
one initiative (mainly because I wish I had thought of it!) - for those people who don't have access to 
computers and can't join by Zoom, some congregations are actually making services available on CDs! 
What a great way to reach the "technologically challenged"! 

I also want to flag the WMS Christmas Service this coming Wednesday @ 1:00 p.m. For more 
information, see write-up under "Upcoming Events". 

A few churches have posted their Christmas services but not many. Expect another newsletter with a 
summary of all the special services being offered in the Presbytery. 

Stay safe and take care. 

Cheryl 
Presbytery Ministry Animator 
(https://www.cherylgaver.ca/PMA/) 

(And here is the link to this newsletter's PDF). 

Congregational News 
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Welcome to Rev. Paul Wu 
St. Giles Presbyterian has a new minister - Rev. Paul Wu. Graduated 
from Knox College in 2007, Rev. Wu served the congregation of 
Taiwanese Robert Campbell Presbyterian Church in Montreal for 
almost 12 years. 

Deeply committed to congregational ministry and passionate about 
engaging young people to explore the Christian faith, Rev. Wu has 
also been an active member of the Presbytery of Montreal. He has 
cared for various congregations, supervised certified students, and 
participated in camp ministries. He has also served on the Board of Presbyterian College in 
Montreal for the past 6 years. 

Rev. Wu is married to Daisy, and has two teenage boys - Justin and Neo. 

Welcome to the Presbytery of Ottawa! 

Happy Retirement to Rev. Shaun Seaman 
Trinity (Kanata) is losing their minister at the end of the year - Rev. 
Shaun is retiring! 

Minister at Trinity Presbyterian since 1993, Rev. Shaun was not 
always Presbyterian. He was raised in the United Church, but saw 
the light, graduated from Knox College in 1986, and was ordained. 
Rev. Shaun has served congregations in Stouffville (Ontario), 
Saskatoon (Saskatchewan), Noel Road (Nova Scotia) and has 
participated in two ministerial exchanges to New Zealand. 

He has a number of hobbies and passions - art, gardening and music. An artist, whose work is in 
various mediums, he has held several exhibits of his artwork. He plays a number of musical 
instruments and has an impressive singing voice. He also has a passion for bringing the Gospel 
alive for people and for the past several years has spearheaded, with the collaboration of other 
congregations, "Christmas in the Stable" - complete with real donkeys! 

While we are sad to see him leave, we wish him and his family (Heather, his wife; and Eben, 
Logan and Hannah his children) all the best in the future. 

Happy retirement! 

Outreach Programs 

Most congregations probably have outreach programs but I wanted to flag a few ones that I have 
found on your websites that may not be as well known. 

Urban Christian Outreach 
Christmas Collection 
Trinity (Kanata) is collecting items for 
Urban Christian Outreach. These can be 
new or gently used: men's socks, tuques, 
boot's, jackets, coats, gloves, track pants, 
sweaters... 

Trinity is also collecting gift cards (e.g., 
Tim Horton's, McDonalds, grocery stores). 
People can drop them off at Trinity on Thursdays from 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
The final day for collection is December 13th. 
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The Giving Tree 
St. Andrew's (Richmond) is holding its annual "Giving Tree" but this year, the 
tree is outside, spreading hope, peace, joy and love throughout the community 
and throughout Advent and Christmas seasons.  

Check out the tree - gifts are available to spread warmth and happiness to the 
community. Come back and check it again for reminders of comfort and joy. 

Centre 507 Christmas Gifts 
Westminster (Ottawa) - as so many of our congregations 
have - has been forced to change how it helps others 
during this pandemic. They cannot get together to pack gift 
bags for Centre 507, but encourage their members to 
collect what the Centre needs for the coming months. 

Here's the list: 
 New or gently used winter boots (Men sizes 9-11; women size 8)
 Socks (always in need)
 Deodorant
 Toilet paper (most commonly requested item)
 Bars of soap
 Masks, purse-size hand sanitizer

Contact Westminster to make arrangements to drop off items at the church. The final drop-off 
date is December 18. 

Tom Brown Arena Respite Centre 
The McNab Arena Respite Centre closed in early October, 
essentially being moved to the Tom Brown Arena which 
opened as a respite centre November 2, 2020. It is 
anticipated, based on numbers of the McNab Centre, to 
average 200 clients a day. Takeaway meals are provided 
through the Parkdale Food Center's "Cooking for a Cause" 
program. 

St. Stephen's (Ottawa) is asking members to help out in providing a caring welcome to those 
using the Centre through the donation of goods. For more information on what they are collecting, 
see their December newsletter, available here.  

Congregational Events 

Daily (Monday-Friday or Saturday) 
 Daily Devotionals. St. Paul's (Ottawa). Posted on

their Youtube channel. 

 11:30 a.m. Weekday Prayer Meeting. St. Paul's
(Ottawa). Connect via Zoom link found on their 
home page. 

 8:00 p.m. Teleprayer Group. St. David & St. Martin's (Ottawa). Connect via Zoom link
found on their home page and entering passcode 444, or by telephoning in (number found 
on home page) 
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Mondays 
 11:00 a.m. Teleconference Coffee Hour. St. Giles

(Ottawa). Instructions on connecting found here. 

Tuesdays 
 10:00 a.m. Exploring Faith Series - Rockland

Community (Rockland). This is an opportunity to 
gather with a group of women for a casual faith 
discussion. A new topic is provided each week. For 
more information, contact Rev. Ruth Draffin at 
revruth7@gmail.com 

Wednesdays 
 9:00 - Weekly Bible Study - St. Andrew's

(Stittsville). This study is a Zoom study. 
For those interested, contact. Rev. Doug 
Kendall at rev.doug@me.com 

 11:00 a.m. - Weekly Bible Study - Knox
(Ottawa). The Advent study looks at Old 
Testament prophecies about the Messiah. 
New members are welcome to join the 
Zoom study by contacting Rev. Jim Pot at pastor.jim.pot@rogers.com. 

 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. - Knox Open Wednesdays - Knox (Ottawa). The Knox sanctuary,
adorned for the Advent and Christmas season, is open Wednesdays for quiet meditation, 
reflection and meditation. COVID-19 protocols are in place. More Info. 

 2:00 p.m. - The Bible Course. St. Luke's-Knox (Finch). Join Rev. Cheryl from your
home as we explore the Bible, focusing on the "Big Picture". The material comes from the 
Canadian Bible Society. To register, contact Rev. Cheryl at cgaver@cogeco.ca. 

 7:00 p.m. - Light of the World: A Beginner's Guide to Advent - St. Andrew's
(Ottawa). This book study "provides a rich and challenging learning experience for people 
from different stages in their Christian journey." More info. 

Thursdays 
 7:30 p.m. - Zoom Bible Study. Rockland (Ottawa). To get the ZOOM link each week

and & join in, email Pastor Ruth Draffin at revruth7@gmail.com or call Pastor Ruth at 
(613) 880-8721.

Fridays - 
 10:00 a.m. Bible Study on Isaiah. St. Giles (Ottawa).

Instructions on connecting found here. 

 10:00 a.m. Virtual Café Connection. St. Timothy's (Ottawa). To
get Zoom link, contact. Rev. Reine at reineboghos@gmail.com. 

 7:00 p.m. Virtual Advent Devotional. St. Timothy's (Ottawa).
To get the Zoom link, contact the church at 
sttimsoffice@on.aibn.com. 

Upcoming Events 
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WMS Christmas Zoom Service 
December 9@ 1:00 p.m. 
"One of the strengths of the WMS is how we connect with one 
another and share fellowship in our groups". Of course, we cannot 
meet in person at this time, and that's been a challenge for many of 
our groups. 

But, we can meet virtually, and invite WMS members across Canada 
to join in a Christmas Zoom service on Wednesday, December 9 @ 
1:00 p.m. EST. 

If interested, please contact Cathy Reid (President) at reidc@rogers.com for more information 
and to get the link. 

Love Ottawa 
Too often we think of racism as something "south-of-the-
border" and pat ourselves on the back for being a 
multicultural society (with some exceptions). Conversations 
with minority groups have opened our eyes to the racism - 
and systemic racism - that exists in Canada. 

One Way Ministries / Love Ottawa has held a number of virtual conversations with Black 
leaders and pastors. The last conversation (held in November) featured stories of hope from the 
Ottawa region with pastoral leaders sharing what they have learned about bringing equality into 
their leadership teams and pursuing reconciliation in very practical ways. 

Check out these conversations. They, and other initiatives, can be found on their youtube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-1AnkPdbRf32ZlSCcujlHg 
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