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Animator's Ottawa Newsletter for November 
 

We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; the real tragedy  
of life is when people are afraid of the light 

(Plato) 
 

Hi everyone 
 
Church life has certainly changed. While some congregations have 
reopened and others have not, many now post services online. Church 
calendars are also beginning to fill up with a variety of online activities - 
though why are so many on Wednesday evenings! If you have online 
services, please make sure that they are easy to find from your website 
or Facebook page. 
 
One future event I want to flag - Trinity (Kanata) is planning to hold a 
one-day event at some point where members can reflect on how they 
have coped or dealt with the pandemic; members are encouraged to 
take notes now, before the event. Likewise, the Town of Prescott has 
already been collecting stories from the townspeople and has shared 
some of those stories. Are any other congregations planning on such 
events?  
 
St. Stephen's Ladies' Group did a Zoom study of their favourite hymns - including some of the history of 
the hymn and why that hymn was meaningful to them. What a great idea! Thank you for sharing. 
 
If you have special events or activities that you would like to share with others in the Presbytery, please 
let me know! 
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Stay safe and take care.  
 
Cheryl 
Presbytery Ministry Animator 
(https://www.cherylgaver.ca/PMA/)  
 
(And here is the link to this newsletter's PDF).  

 

 

 

Congregational Initiatives 
 

Daily (Monday-Friday or Saturday) 
 Daily Devotionals. St. Paul's (Ottawa). Posted on 

their Youtube channel. 
 

 11:30 a.m. Weekday Prayer Meeting. St. Paul's 
(Ottawa). Connect via Zoom link found on their 
home page. 

 
 8:00 p.m. Teleprayer Group. St. David & St. Martin's (Ottawa). Connect via Zoom link 

found on their home page and entering passcode 444, or by telephoning in (number found 
on home page)  

 

 

 

 

 

Mondays 
 11:00 a.m. Teleconference Coffee Hour. St. Giles (Ottawa). Instructions on connecting 

found here. 
 

 

Wednesdays 
 Time not specified - Weekly Study Group. St. 

Andrew's (Richmond). To get the Zoom link, 
contact the church office at 
churchoffice@standrewsrichmond.org. 

 
 11:00 a.m. - Weekly Bible Study. Knox (Ottawa). 

The Advent study looks at Old Testament 
prophecies about the Messiah. New members are 
welcome to join the Zoom study by contacting Rev. 
Pot at pastor.jim.pot@rogers.com. 

 
 8:00 p.m. - On a Wing and a Prayer. Gloucester (Ottawa). Join Claudine & Pastor 

Denise in your home. Participate by computer, tablet or phone. Stay for an hour, or leave 
anytime. To register, contact the church office at officegpchurch@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fridays -  
 10:00 a.m. Bible Study on Isaiah. St. Giles (Ottawa). Instructions 

on connecting found here. 
 

 10:00 a.m. Virtual Café Connection. St. Timothy's (Ottawa). To 
get Zoom link, contact. Rev. Reine at reineboghos@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming "One-Time" Events 
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Wednesday 
Nov. 4th 

 7:00 p.m. - Jazz Vespers: The Wailin' Hues Jazz Trio. Knox (Ottawa). The theme, 
"Longing for Routine," will be explored through poetry, sacred readings, and music. 
Featured artists are Dan Marano (guitar), Domonique Moreau (vibraphone/percussion) 
and Gabriel Bouchard (bass guitar). Available as Livestream on Knox's Facebook page.  

 
 7:00 p.m. - Zoom Speaker Series. Trinity (Kanata). Rev. Dr. Bertrand, "Five Things I 

Learned Being a Missional-ary". For Zoom link, contact Church Office at 
info.trinity.kanata@gmail.com.  

 
Nov. 11th 

 7:00 p.m. - Zoom Speaker Series. Trinity (Kanata). Chaplain Jeff Chalmers, "Prison 
Break". For Zoom link, contact Church Office at info.trinity.kanata@gmail.com.  

 
 November 21st????? 9:30 a.m. - Wednesday Communion St. Andrew's (Ottawa). 

Contact church office at office@standrewsottawa.ca for Zoom link.  
 

 

Thursday - 
Nov. 5th  

 10:30 a.m., Women's Guild. St. Andrew's (Ottawa). For more information, check out 
their website. 

 
Nov. 26th 

 7:00 p.m. Bible Study. Gloucester (Ottawa). Explore the theme of exile, based on 
Jeremiah 29. Contact church office for information or Zoom link.  

 
 Beginning Nov. 26th, 7:00 p.m. Advent Book Study. St. Stephen's (Ottawa). Learn 

more about Elizabeth, Zechariah, Mary, and others in the first two chapters of Matthew 
and Luke, through Light of the World by Amy-Jill Levine. (OK, not one-time, but starting in 
late November). 

 

 

Saturday -  
Nov. 7th 

 5:00-6:00 p.m. Out of the Cold (take-out). Knox Presbyterian (Ottawa). Knox has been 
serving "Out of the Cold" meals for the last 25 years (or at least, Knox's kitchen has). A 
pandemic is not going to force the program to stop - but it is changing. Meals will be 
prepared and people will be able to pick up their meals between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m.  

 
Nov. 21st 

 November 21st, 9:30 a.m. Women's Breakfast. St. Andrew's (Ottawa). This month, St. 
Andrew's women welcome the Honourable Jean Augustine. Contact the church office at 
office@standrewsottawa.ca or Rev. Dimock at kd@standrewsottawa.ca to get the Zoom 
link.  

 

 

Upcoming Fundraisers 
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Frozen Berry Sales - St. Andrew's 
(Ottawa). 
 
Nov. 9th is the deadline for ordering. Pick 
up to be arranged around Nov. 27th. 
 
Again this year, the Mission and Outreach 
Committee is selling frozen berries. Profits 
go to St. Andrew's Refugee Fund. 
 
The berries offered: raspberries, wild 
blueberries, and wild strawberries. All the 
fruit is grown in Ontario. 
 
Price: $12.00/1 kg bag. To order, contact 
Gail Bowes (bowes125@hotmail.com). Pay 
by cash or cheque (made out to St. 
Andrew's, with "Frozen Berries" written on 
cheque front).  

 

 

Cheese & Honey Christmas Fundraiser - 
St. Timothy's (Ottawa). 
 
Nov. 22nd is the deadline for ordering. 
 
Profits will go towards the main hall heating 
system. These make great Christmas gifts. 
 
For more information or to order, contact 
Rev. Reine at reineboghos@gmail.com.  

 

 

Looking for Ideas? 
 

Cyber Singing! 
Meeting via Zoom is not the same as actually getting together 
in-person but it can come close if you have enough people and 
can stimulate enough conversation. 
 
Which is exactly what St. Stephen's Ladies' Group, Open Door 
Circle, did. In March, when the world shut down to stop the 
spread of COVID-19, the ladies realized that many of them 
were especially vulnerable to getting seriously ill from COVID-
19. At the same time, Open Door Circle includes lifelong friends 
and is seen as being a vital monthly social get-together.  
 
Although Zoom was a new software for most of them, the ladies were determined to meet together online. 
After a trial run at the end of April, and help from family and friends, Open Door Circle met in May and 
June using Zoom.  
 
Their plan was to share their favourite hymns with one another. What they didn't expect was how well this 
would work to do this over Zoom. One member took the list of hymns and found singable versions on 
YouTube, including lyrics on the screen. Each member shared some of the history of the hymn and why 
that hymn was meaningful to them. The video was then shared with the group from YouTube and 
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everyone could sing along (muted) from the comfort of their homes!  
 
The songs shared ranged in popularity and age, including music from the eighteenth, nineteenth, and 
twentieth centuries, written by faithful men and women from different parts of the world. Some came from 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada's 1997 hymn book, and others came from childhood memories.  
 
It was such a joyful event that they decided to do a second round in June! Rev. Meg Patterson was able 
to participate in both evenings and it inspired her summer series, "A Joyful Noise." Each Sunday, the 
congregation heard Scripture that inspired a particular song, learned about its history and theological 
significance, and then sang that song together.  
 
St. Stephen's has also created playlists on their YouTube channel, so others can enjoy the music.  

 May's songs can be found 
here: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSJx0VhDFwPKBrF1VBibnXMOtp112DxAn.  

 
 June's songs are 

here: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLSJx0VhDFwPJ3GZupy7Q3nfnpQlNCUTqX. Enjoy! 
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