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Animator's Newsletter for July

I don't have any solution, but
I certainly admire the problem (Ashleigh Brilliant)

Hi everyone

Summer has finally arrived, though it's rather cool today. I've been sitting on
my porch the past few days, just soaking in the sounds of nature - plus
trains plus cars plus ...

Still, it's a good time. The lockdown is more or less over and churches are
beginning to get ready for re-opening. If you want info on what is needed
before re-opening or need a sign/poster to put up, check out the presbytery
website's home page (https://www.pcc-seawayglengarry.ca/). Instead of
"upcoming events" we have a section for "special notices" - check it out.

June 6th was The Big Give - done quite differently this year, but some
congregations went ahead with it. First Presbyterian, Brockville has written up a blurb on what they did.

If you'd like to share something from your congregation with others, just send it on to me. I'll post it in the
next newsletter!

So - enjoy the summer - stay healthy - stay safe - take care.

Cheryl
Presbytery Ministry Animator
(https://www.cherylgaver.ca/PMA/)
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(And here is the link to this newsletter's PDF).

Welcome

Welcome!
Mark Hamilton @ Gracefield
Mark started work as Gracefield's new Managing Director on June 1st. He has a long
background in camp ministry and has served at numerous camps as cabin counselor,
director, and camp speaker/Bible teacher - (he also served as Chaplain for the
Vancouver Canadians baseball team. Welcome! More Info.

Sarah Driediger @ Parkwood
Sarah is a high school graduate who intends to "do university online" next year. She has been hired by
Parkwood as its Summer Program Assistant. Sarah will be working from home for the most part, but will
appear at the church building from time to time. Welcome!

Job Openings

Synod Historian
The Synod Council of the Synod of Québec and Eastern Ontario is currently
seeking a person to fill the position of Synod Historian.

The position of Synod Historian is open to members of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada who reside within the bounds of the Synod of Québec and
Eastern Ontario. It is expected that the Synod Historian will have a personal
interest and appreciation for history, especially Church history and its place
within the denomination, specifically as it pertains to the Synod.

The term for the position of Synod Historian is four years. The Synod Historian is accountable to the
Synod and is expected to submit a written report to the Synod when it meets every other year.
Attendance at meetings of the Synod Council is not expected, unless requested for a specific purpose.

More Info.

Gracefield Positions
Due to COVID-19, Gracefield also require dedicated staff and volunteers to work at the camp this
summer in housekeeping, waterfront, maintenance, kitchen assistants, and program staff. Without these
persons, we are unable to safely operate the camp. If you know of anyone who can volunteer their time or
are seeking employment (remember, students and CERB recipients can earn up to $1,000.00 a month in
addition to their benefit), please direct them to contact Mark Hamilton at director@gracefieldcamp.ca.

More Info.

Church Building Re-Openings

Re-Opening Over the Summer
Churches in the Ottawa Presbytery are taking their time to re-open
and are re-opening gradually:

Gloucester, Ottawa - re-opening in stages. People have to
reserve spots online. Services are livestreamed on Facebook
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and will continue to be livestreamed throughout the
summer.
Parkwood, Ottawa - no firm date for re-opening.
Definitely not before mid-July.
St. Giles, Ottawa - no firm date for re-opening but considering August 2.

For most congregations, services will continue to be offered either "live" online through Zoom or other
programs, or "pre-recorded" and posted. Some congregations have developed questionnaires to get input
from their members as to when they will open.

Gracefield
On May 25, Gracefield made the decision not to operate a children's residential camp this
summer. More Info.
July 1st - Gracefield is open for guest accommodation, including the tent and trailer folks! More
Info.

Re-Opening Sort Of
Knox, Ottawa - is opening

for Midweek Meditation and Quiet Sacred Space on
Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. People are welcome
to enjoy the space for quiet reflection, prayer, or time for
stillness. Protocols are in place to ensure people's safety.
More Info.

for Take Out Meals, also on Wednesdays (July 8, 15, 22, 29) from 5:00-6:00 p.m. More Info.

Rockland, Ottawa - is restarting its in-person Bible Study outdoors. People have been told to bring
lawnchairs and meet under the trees by the tennis courts in a nearby park. No word about what happens
if it rains!

What Do Members Want?
What protocols are most important for people? When do they want in-
person worship? What ideas might they have to suggest?

So often we make decisions without even asking members (OK, I do) - here's
what some congregations are doing

St. Andrew's, Ottawa - in their latest newsletter, they stated how they would
be re-opening and what protocols would be in place for their re-opening. They
then asked members:

“Bearing in mind the steps that are proposed to be taken to minimize the risk of infection, and
knowing what I know of the risks involved, I wish to resume attending public worship at St.
Andrew’s, Ottawa:

as soon as possible;
by early September;
by Christmas;
when a vaccine to protect against Covid-19 infection is available:”

and gave instructions as to how to send back their replies and deadlines for replying.

Westminster, Ottawa - has also been working on a survey to find out what their priorities / fears are re
re-opening. I've only seen a draft so cannot say anything more about it.
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The Big Give - 2020 Version

First Presbyterian Church does the Big Give!
From First Church's Newsletter

First Presbyterian Church in Brockville participated in The Big Give
2020 again this year, even in the middle of COVID-19! Though First
Church was not able to host same activities, the MOVE Committee
came up with a new pandemic-safe way to bless our community.

Volunteers from the MOVE Committee filled 25 "Blessing Bags" with
clients of the Brockville and Area Food Bank. Blessing Bags were
created for both families and individuals. For families, the bags were
filled  with  small  toys,  crayons,  books,  bubbles,  fruit  snacks,  and
some treats for parents. The bags for individuals held personal care
articles and snacks.

Each bag also contained a handwritten postcard from our church,
letting the recipients know we are praying for them, and providing
current church contact information to enable them to keep in touch.

Thank you to Lind Osmond for sewing up the bags to be filled with blessings, to Alison Robb for writing
the postcards, and to Janet LeBrun for helping to fill each of the bags!

The Blessing Bags have been so popular with the Food Bank’s clientele that more Blessing Bags will be
filled and delivered to the Food Bank for distribution this summer.

If you are interested in making a financial donation to support this ministry, please do so through
your offering envelope, mail or drop off a cheque, or make an online donation by e-transfer to
firstkirk@truespeed.ca.

Thank you ...

Presbytery of Seaway-Glengarry/Ottawa | c/o Rev. Dr. Cheryl Gaver, 276-751, Prescott, Ontario K0E
1T0 Canada
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