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Cheryl Gaver

From: Rev. Cheryl <cgaver@cogeco.ca>

Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 8:30 PM

To: cgaver@cogeco.ca

Subject: Rev. Cheryl's May Newsletter
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Animator's Newsletter for May 
 

The good Lord didn't create anything without a purpose,  

but I'm sure mosquitoes come close. 
 

Hi everyone 
 
Hope and pray that you are all keeping well, and able to keep in touch with your 
people in some way. 
 
The time working from home has been good for me - I've been able to work on 
different websites and social media. Still have more to do, including making sure 
we have licences for the images I use, tidying up calendar pages, and re-working 
my own website but check out (especially resource pages): 

• https://www.pcc-ottawayouth.ca/ 

• https://www.pcc-seawayglengarry.ca/ 
 
Like many of you, I've been forced to move online for meetings and Sunday services. I've also learned a 
couple of things along the way: 

• SOUND is the most important component to going virtual. If people cannot hear you, then they 
won't stay on your site. 

• It doesn't matter how good the content is 

• It doesn't matter how good the visual is 

• If there is too much echo (e.g., you alone in the sanctuary), then they will leave after a 
few minutes. 

I'm also beginning to wonder whether 1 hour services are as effective as shorter services strung 
together? People may be willing to watch movies online, but I find I'm hitting the pause button after 20 
minutes or so. Maybe I'm too used to commercial breaks, but then chances are that others are used to 
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them too.  
 

Anyway, this month I thought I'd flag what some of you are doing to stay in touch 
with your people. If I've missed you, my apologies, but I get most of the information 
from your website and FB page. 
 
Cheryl 
Presbytery Ministry Animator 
(https://www.cherylgaver.ca/PMA/)  
 
(And here is the link to this newsletter's PDF).   

 

 

100 Huntley Street / Presbyterians @ Prayer 
 

 

 

Free Videos until May 15 
 

Miracle Channel / Corco 
The Miracle Channel advertises itself as Canada's only All-Christian 
network. It includes a number of Christian programs - including 
programs for children, newscasts, and movies.  
 
The best news for right now - it's free until May 15th. Go to 
www.corco.com to find out more!  

 

 

 

 

Who Is Open? 
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Any Church Services & Activities? 

Most websites have very clear messages that church services and 
activities are closed because of COVID-19.  
 
Unfortunately, many websites forget to say, that they are offering 
other ways to worship!  

• For example, one church stated the minister was available by 
phone or email, but one had to wander around the site before they 
found sermon podcasts! 

• Another church flagged cancellations (big font; different colour) but the reference to online worship 
was easy to miss (normal font, normal colour). 

 
A couple of churches have made it easy for visitors to discover online worship: 

• KARS, "If you'd like to join in worship via ZOOM, please email ..."  

• CALVIN, "We hold online and telephone worship services on Sundays at ..."  

• BARRHAVEN, "We continue to worship together online each Sunday @..."  
 
GLOUCESTER has a separate page for COVID-19 response. Not only does it include a link to online 
services, but it also includes links to government tools that might be useful and tools for online support 
(e.g., AA online meetings).  
 
ST. ANDREW's, RICHMOND has links to the PCC's on on Emergency Wage Subsidy.  

 

 

 

 

Whare Are Churches Doing? 
 

Grace, Orleans makes it easy for people to see they are active. 
 

 

 

 

  

  

St. Paul's, Ottawa makes it seem that "everything" is still going on in some way and they're as busy 

as ever! 
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St. Andrew's, Ottawa seems to have moved completely online and that they're as busy as ever! So 
have some other churches (e.g., Knox, Ottawa) but I thought I'd stop with three.  

 

 

 

 

Call to Prayer 
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Virtual Prayers 

Pray Ottawa (http://www.prayottawa.ca/) and 
Love Ottawa offers virtual prayer - and provides 
resources for virtual prayers. 
 
Check out times and activities that are being 
offered. More Info.  
 
In addition, some of the Ottawa Presbyterian 
churches also offer online prayer groups/times. If 
you have some time - check them out! 

 

 

 

The Big Give 
 

  

  

 

 

Yes, the Big Give is still on for 2020, at least for 
now. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about this 
movement, particularly in light of COVIC-19, check 
out their website http://www.thebiggive.ca/. 

 

Ideas on How You Can Help Your Community  
You may not want to participate in the Big Give this year, but still want to do something. Here are a few 
suggestions from thebiggive.ca website:  

• Ask your local hospital for their list of the COVID-19 unit workers (or at least numbers) and 
purchase dinner or hotel gift cards for them 

 

• Pick a low-income neighbourhood near your church and give "them" a gift card with a note 
attached from your church saying “How can we pray for you?” (include a website address like 
bethelchurch.ca/prayer) 

 

• Buy a bag of groceries and leave them on someone’s doorstep with a note from your church. 
 

• Donate to your local food bank. 
 

• Adopt a local grocery store, write thank you notes to their staff and include a small gift card. 
 

• Consider inviting your church members to pray throughout the day for health, safety and salvation 
of their neighbours and friends. 

 

• Think about how you could “virtually” be giving – give free online guitar lessons, free online piano 
lessons, free online tips on how to trim your own hair, etc. 

 

• If you have those who can sew, have them make acceptable masks/gowns and take them to their 
local hospitals or seniors homes. 

 

• As always, the big idea that God gives you for your community 
 

  

  

 

    

 

  


