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From: Rev. Cheryl <cgaver@cogeco.ca>

Sent: Tuesday, August 06, 2019 11:14 AM

Subject: Animator's August Newsletter for Ottawa
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August Newsletter for Ottawa 

Be the kind of person your pet already thinks you are. 

Hi everyone 

As I'm sitting on a Florida beach, I'm remembering a conversation with another minister. We disagreed 
about Jesus being the only way. On the beach, however, I realized that we actually agreed more than 
disagreed. 

No, I cannot say that Jesus is the only way - but what do I mean by that? I cannot say Jesus is the 
only way simply because I believe God is free to save whomever God wants to save, whether or not they 
are Christian. The other minister, on the other hand, insisted that Jesus is the only way - but what did 
he mean? He believed that Jesus is the only but also acknowledged that God was free to save 
whomever God wanted. So what's the difference? 

For me, saying "Jesus is the only way" puts a chain around God, 
limiting him to saving only those who follow Jesus; for him, it 
doesn't. 

For him, being unable to say "Jesus is the only way" is denying that 
Jesus is our Saviour; for me, it doesn't. 

Of course, neither of us can change our position - and I don't think 
we should - but maybe we should consider that we may not be as far apart as people might think. 

Some Christians, however, go a bit further. They believe that Christianity is the only way - which is not 
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biblical at all. (In fact, I have a friend who is fully committed to following Jesus. She reads and studies the 
Bible on her own and in Bible study groups, and has even been baptized in the Jordan River, but she still 
calls herself a Hindu! I have been humbled by how deep her faith and devotion to Jesus are.) 

I have problems saying that Christianity is the only way - not because I doubt God, Jesus or the Bible but 
because Christianity is proclaimed and lived by very fallible human beings. History has shown just how 
much we Christians have failed in being God's people - both in our understanding of God and God's will 
and in our putting our faith into action and everyday living. 

Many people reject Christianity - or the Church - because of people, not because of Jesus or the 
Gospel. The Holocaust - residential schools - slavery - church cliques and in-fighting - these are only 
some of the ways in which we have driven people away from Jesus. 

If only we took seriously what we proclaim - that all of us are sinners and have fallen astray ... if only 
we could acknowledge that we may not have perfect understanding of what God wants, of how we are to 
live, or what we are to do in specific situations ... 

Some thoughts for a warm summer day... 

A reminder to check out the new Animator website 
(https://www.cherylgaver.ca/PMA/). You will find events being planned for the rest of 
2019, workshops, and resource pages as well as info on what it means to be an 
Animator. 

Cheryl 
Presbytery Ministry Animator 

(And here is the link to this month's PDF). 

Upcoming August Events 

August 7 

• 7:00 p.m. - Wednesday Worship. Trinity,
Kanata.

August 10 

• 7:30 p.m. - Kelli Trottier Concert. St.
Paul's, Winchester. Tickets are $20. For
more information or to buy tickets, call (613)
774-3565.

August 11 

• 11:00 a.m.- Walking Group. St. Pauls, Ottawa. We will meet after church in the resource centre
and then go to Meech Lake area for lunch and a walk.  In addition to your lunch, bring lawn chair
or picnic blanket, hat, water bottle, sunscreen and bug repellent.  For more information and to
arrange carpooling in advance please contact robert.mackenzie@rogers.com or
hbsimon@outlook.com. Alternative date, if rainy or too hot, will be August 18.

• 1:00-3:00 p.m. - GospelFest. St. Paul's, Winchester. Bring a lawn chair for the outdoor concert
featuring South Mountain Gospel Singers, Brandi Spruit, Michael Trolly, Colleen Howard &
Friends, and the Vernon Ukulele Players

August 14 

• 7:00 p.m. - Wednesday Worship. Trinity, Kanata.
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Freedom Fest is a 2-day free music festival. 

Come & enjoy Freedom Fest in beautiful Stewart Park in 
downtown Perth featuring top Juno and CMA award nominated 
acts. 

A weekend full of fun and activities for the entire family, 
awesome and inspirational Christian music and an exciting time 
of fellowship. An added feature to a weekend of family 
entertainment is the running of the 10th Annual Perth Kilt 
run!Stay tuned to www.freedomfestperth.com for continuing 
update! God Bless! 

August 17 

• Noon-9:30 p.m. - Canadian Christian Music Festival. Stewart Park, Perth.

August 18 

• Noon-6:00 p.m. - Canadian Christian Music Festival. Stewart Park, Perth.

For more information, check out either http://www.chri.ca/home/events/concerts-mainmenu-50/6604-
canadian-christian-music-festival OR https://www.freedomfestperth.com/. 

More August Events 

August 19 

• 7:00 p.m. - Pizza and Devotions Night. St.
Timothy's, Ottawa. Young adults (16-22 years)
gather in fellowship over pizza and a time for
devotions.

August 21 

• 7:00 p.m. - Wednesday Worship. Trinity, Kanata.

August 12-16 

• 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. - To Mars and Beyond. St. Andrew's, Kars. St.
Andrew's and St. John's Anglican Churches in Kars are offering Vacation
Bible School. More Info.

• 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. - To Mars and Beyond. St. Andrew's, Ottawa.
More info.

August 18-25 

• Grace Notes: Accents on Love for a Hurting World. Presbyterian Music Camp. Camp
Tamarack, Muskoka. More Info.
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Upcoming September Events 

September 6-8 

• Congregational Annual Weekend Retreat @ Gracefield.
St. Andrew's, Ottawa.

September 7 

• 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. - Gracefest. Grace, Orleans. Join us
for a free family fun day featuring a BBQ, live music and
dancing, kid's zone, coffee pub and so much more.

Job Openings 

Ministry Opportunities 
St. Paul's, Ottawa, is looking to hire a Family Pastor and Youth Pastor 
to help us pursue our mission to be, and make, disciples of Jesus Christ and 
fulfill our vision of equipping families and multiplying disciples. 

More Info. 
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