
Excerpt from a sermon “She Began to Serve”, preached by the Rev. Paul Wu, at St Giles 

Presbyterian Church, Ottawa, February 7, 2021 

 

Dr. Pauline Brown, long-time member of St Giles… dreamed of going to India as a young 

girl. At the age of 25, after having served as a navy nurse, the Women’s Missionary 

Society commissioned her to work in India as a nurse among Bhil people. In a phone 

conversation I had with her a few days ago, she recounted to me her commissioning 

service back in 1951, where Rev. John Logan-Vencta had walked her down the aisle 

between pews, to front of the church. Pauline joked that it was the first time and the 

last time, that a man would have ‘walked her down the aisle’ in a church. She went on 

to devote 55 years of her life to serve God among the Bhil people, in various capacities 

in the field of health care and education. Though retired now, she has chosen to settle 

in Jobat, India, as a beloved and respected elder in the community she ministered to for 

many years.  

She was happily surprised to receive my phone call, as I introduced myself to her. She is 

very pleased of the faithfulness of St Giles, that many in the congregation still think of 

her, even though it has been more than 70 years since she has first gone to India. She is 

in good health, for a 95-year-old. The pandemic which has ravaged bigger cities in India, 

is less of a concern in her area. She asks for prayer for the area hospital she once 

worked in. It was temporary shutdown by the authority not too long ago due to 

pressure from the nationalists, but has just been reopened last week by the order of the 

district court. I got the distinct feeling that Pauline played a key role in that decision. She 

is still quite sharp, alert, and humorous. Still care for the people she once served, once 

knew. She sends her greeting and prayer to individuals and families of St Giles, and hope 

to visit us soon. 

The picture in front of the bulletin was taken only last year, by Rev. Dr. Glynis Williams, 

the Associate Secretary of the International Ministries of the PCC, showing Pauline 

visiting Doreen Morrison, also a long-time nurse missionary who served 36 years in 

India. Unfortunately, Ms. Morrison passed away on May 25, 2020. It would appear that 

Pauline’s visit may have been one of the last visits that Doreen received. 


