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The evidence is everywhere; the capital "T",
capital "C" The Cliurch in Canada is shrinking.
Fewer people are in church than there used to be,
we can all point to churches that have closed, to
church buildings that are for sale. We all know
people who once went to church but no longer do.
The number of young families in church is down.
I can hear readers naming churches in their com-
rnunity that are busy and full and growing. Yes,
not all congregations are in decline, but I say
again: the capital "T", capital "C" The Church in
Canada is shrinking.

Clarke and Macdonald demonstrate just how
steep the decline has been. They do so with abliz-
zard of numbers. I am intentionally limiting the
statistics quoted in this review, because statistics
can become both intimidating and confusing. BLrt
some figures are irnportant to understand and here
is one that should stick in our heads and move our
hearts. "[n 201l, the number of de- and non-
churched had jumped to 17.9 million Canadians,
accounting for 55o/o of Canada's population."
(209) This 55% does not include persons of other
faiths, Muslims, Hindus, Jews, Sikhs, etc. Over
half of Canadians identify themselves as having
no religion or, while identifying with a religious
group, have quit attending a place of worship. The
5 5% includes about 25o/o who identify themselves
as having "no religion."

The de-churched, about 30Yo of Canadians, are
those people, who while knowing the name of the
church they do not attend, no longer attend church;
including those who were confirmed as members
and prornptly left the church and those who hav-
ing served the church for many years suddenly in
their 50's or 60's resigned fiom everything and
left church. Also included are individuals who

have been hurt by the church. The de-churched
have experienced church but don't want more ex-
periences ofchurch.

Dri l l ing down into one of the f igures Clarke and
Macdonald present. In 199l. l4yo of Canadians
age 24 to 45 claimed "No Religion"; by 2011,
28.7% of that age group was clairning "No Reli-
gion" (in population terms that is an increase from
about 700,000 to 1.7 mil l ion). That is huge
growth. When it is recognized this is the age
group most l ikely to be raising children (0- 14 year
olds), it is quickly apparent that a large portion of
two generations of Canadians have "No Religion".
Non-churched persons have rarely if ever been to
church (maybe a wedding or a funeral), don't
know what happens in church, and are not partic-
ularly interested in discovering what happens in
church. They would not think of turning to the
church in times of trouble or joy. The church is
irrelevant to their lives.

One in four Canadians have "no religion", that
means they don't know the Christian story, don't
know the meaning of Christmas and Easter, have
not heard ofthe hope ofthe resurrection ofJesus,
have not heard of the transforrning power of the
Holy Spir i t  to bring healing and hope. How wil l
they hear that story? Ifthey are to hear the story
it will not be by attending church, since they are
unlikely to attend church. If they are to hear the
story it will be because some neighbour, friend,
co-worker, relative introduces them to part of the
story and then the story draws them in.

We have a story to tell, a story of what Jesus
means to us, a story of how the Holy Spirit has
brought hope and meaning to our lives, a story of
how the community of believers called the church
has helped us live into the story of Jesus, a story
that declares there is more to life than the consum-
erism which leads to all things becoming com-
modities. We don't need fancy words or special
training, we simply need to have the courage to
tell the story, the Holy Spirit will do the rest.


