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The 144th annual meeting 

of the 

Synod of Québec and Eastern Ontario 
 

Friday, October 19th and Saturday, October 20th, 2018 
 

In 2018 the Synod of Québec and Eastern Ontario is meeting as a commissioned court at  

Knox Presbyterian Church, 29 High Street, Vankleek Hill, Ontario  
 

• The synod meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m. Friday with a public service of worship and will conclude 

on Saturday at 3:00 pm.   
 

• Knox Church is accessible from the parking lot via ramps to all three levels of the church building.  

Two of the four washrooms are handicapped accessible.    
 

• Registration will be held in the A. Hardy Hall, entrance off the parking lot.   
 

• Opening worship will be held in the sanctuary. 

(drinks are allowed in the sanctuary, but no food – please remove any cups or bottles) 
 

• The synod meeting will be held in the A. Hardy Hall. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

Friday evening – The Rev. Shahrzad Kandalaft 

Theme: Fresh Expressions 
 

Fresh Expressions is a movement that aims to reach out to the unchurched people in a unique and new 

way. Fresh Expression method of reaching out is through making disciples and nurturing them in a new 

way of a church that speaks to the language and culture of our world today while it’s rooted in Scripture, 

orthodoxy and tradition alongside the existing church in a new and different form of a church. 

 

Saturday morning and afternoon – The Rev. Dr. Stuart Macdonald 

Theme: Being effective churches in the new reality 
 

Christians in Canada today find themselves living in a reality very different from what many imagine. 

Stuart Macdonald, co-author (with Brian Clarke) of Leaving Christianity, an exploration of what has 

changed in Canada's religious environment, will share findings, and then suggest some ways in which 

congregations can effectively meet the challenges of ministry today.  
 

11:00 – 12 noon: “Where are we? Christians in Canada today?” 

1:00 – 3:00 pm: “Now we know where we are, how do we ....” 

(the afternoon session is open to everyone within the synod,  

and will include a brief re-cap of the morning session) 

 



 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SYNOD 2018 DIRECTIONS 
 

 

The 144th Annual Meeting  
of  
The Synod of Québec and Eastern Ontario 

 

The Synod is meeting at Knox Presbyterian Church in Vankleek Hill, Ontario.  The 

church is located at 29 High Street (County Road 34) at the corner of Hamil Street.   

 

Knox Church Telephone: 613 678 3985 
 

Parking 

There is a parking lot located behind the church building, off of Hamil Street. 

• please do not park close to the house located beside the church building.  That 

space is reserved for the tenants.    
 

Road Construction 

The main road into Vankleek Hill (County Road 34 / High Street) is under major 

reconstruction.  Expect slow downs as traffic is reduced to one lane and the lights 

controlling the flow of traffic are on a long cycle.       
 

 

Driving Directions 

From Montréal  

Just one hour from Montreal, 45 minutes from West Island.  

Take Highway 40 west, which becomes Highway 417 in East Ontario.  

Take Exit 17 and follow signs to Vankleek Hill. 
 

From Ottawa 

Just one hour from Ottawa.  Follow Highway 417 east and take exit 27; follow Highway 

34 north into Vankleek Hill.  
 

Or follow Highway 17 east and take Cassburn Road at L’Orignal for a short scenic drive 

into Vankleek Hill,  

or take Highway 34 south at Hawkesbury for a six-minute drive to Vankleek Hill. 
 

From Cornwall and area  

From the junction of highway 138 and highway 417 there is approximately 27 kms to 

exit 27 on the 417 for Vankleek Hill.  Turn left (north) on highway 34.  Travel north 

approximately 7 kms.   
 

The synod covers travel cost at $0.35/km – car pooling is encouraged. 

There will be an expense form for commissioners available at the synod meeting. 
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SYNOD 2018 ACCOMMODATIONS 

  

The 144th Annual Meeting  
of  
The Synod of Québec and Eastern Ontario 

 

Commissioners are responsible for arranging their own accommodation, at their cost, for the annual 

synod meeting.   

 

Hotels 

There are two hotels located in Hawkesbury, which is just a 15 minute drive from Vankleek Hill.   

 

Quality Inn & Suites 
1575 Tupper Street 

Hawkesbury, Ontario 

K6A 3T5 

613-632-5941 

 

Price range beginning at approximately $150.00 (taxes in) 

 

 

Stephanie’s Grill & Hotel 
1686 Highway 34 

Hawkesbury, Ontario 

K6A 2R2 

613-632-2783 

 

Price range beginning at approximately $90.00 (taxes in) 

 

 

Air B&B 
Copy and paste the following link to obtain a list of Air B&Bs in Vankleek Hill: 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Billets 
The host congregation is providing a very limited number of billets for the Friday evening.   

➢ Contact the synod clerk, no later than Monday, October 15th to request a billet.   

https://www.airbnb.ca/s/Vankleek-Hill--Canada/homes?checkin=2018-10-19&checkout=2018-

10-20&adults=1&children=0&infants=0&click_referer=t%3ASEE_ALL%7Csid%3Aa76fedc8-

ba7b-45e0-bff1-

e3d10fe63941%7Cst%3ALANDING_PAGE_MARQUEE&title_type=NONE&refinement_path

s%5B%5D=%2Fhomes&allow_override%5B%5D=&s_tag=Kq5teouZ   



 

   29 High Street, 

   Vankleek Hill, ON 

   K0B 1R0 

   (613) 678 – 3985 

 

 

 

To the Commissioners of the 144
th

 Synod of Quebec and Eastern Ontario: 

 

 On behalf of the congregation and leadership of Knox Church I welcome you to our faith 

community.  We are looking forward to extending hospitality to you.  That hospitality begins 

with a large parking lot behind the church.  Please make your way into the A. Hardy hall.  It is 

accessible directly from the parking lot.  You will find a bright, light-filled room with two 

washrooms and tables and chairs.  Yes, there will be coffee! 

 You will see two ramps in the hall.  One goes downstairs to an additional two 

washrooms, the nursery, kitchen, and Sunday school area.  The other ramp leads to the sanctuary.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

 It is a privilege to have this opportunity to provide the Synod with a comfortable place to 

conduct its’ business and fellowship. 

  

 

 

In His Service, 

 

The Reverend James F. Douglas 

e-mail      revjames@knoxvkh.ca 



 

 Vankleek Hill Presbyterian Church was 

established in 1825. Much later the name was 

changed to Knox Presbyterian Church.  The 

building in which the Synod of Quebec and 

Eastern Ontario is meeting in 2018 is the fourth 

building that has been built to house the 

Presbyterian congregation in Vankleek Hill.  

 

 Knox church is blessed with many volunteers.  Our Sunday School, the different choirs, 

the praise band Joyful Noize, the Ladies Aid, our Board, and Session are enthusiastic about 

serving our Lord in this small part of the vineyard. 

 The community food bank is housed here at Knox.  The majority of the volunteers are 

from the two Presbyterian congregations, St. Paul’s, Hawkesbury and Knox, Vankleek Hill, that 

form this joint pastoral charge. 

 Opportunity Knox, whose leadership circle comes from members and adherents here at 

Knox was formed to raise funds and support refugee families.  The members of this group, which 

involve many volunteers from the community, are eagerly expecting their first family via the 

BVOR program to arrive this Fall.  Meanwhile, two other families, wait somewhat patiently as 

their process drags on.  Unfortunately, it has been almost two years so far with no definite arrival 

date as of yet.  However, the passion for helping the ‘stranger,’ the ‘other’ has not abated. 

 Knox has been blessed with the trappings of 21
st
-century worship.  We have a sound 

system, media screens, and WiFi which allow worship and community events to be enhanced. 

Recently, Knox hosted a workshop for First Responders exploring the concept of PTSD and 

compassion fatigue.  Also, through the work of Mr. Verne Gilkes, our representative elder, Knox 

hosted a workshop examining the Opioid crisis where doctors, paramedics, OPP, and counsellors 

led the discussion. 

 Knox is known for its hospitality.  Our monthly fellowship lunch provides an opportunity 

for people to gather around tables, to enjoy good food and great fellowship.  The freewill 

offering from these lunches has been used to purchase a defibrillator.  Also, our monthly Sunday 

evening worship, Knox @ Night, held at 6:30 p.m. on the fourth Sunday of the month, has a 

freewill offering which is directed beyond the walls of our congregation.  Offering money from 

the Knox at Night offering have gone to a local man coping with the expenses involved in a lung 

transplant, another local man faced with cancer who was no longer able to work to support his 

young family, the Andy Gump Foundation which builds schools in Guatemala, the Benevolent 

Fund, the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a ramp for a person with MS, campers going to 

Gracefield, DVBS and a chairlift for another person dealing with MS. We have raised just over 

$9,300 from 16 services   

Knox church where we come to worship and leave to serve! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Reverend James F. Douglas 
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