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MISSION CAPSULES: September 2009

 

MALAWI

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Glenn and Linda Inglis as they work in Blantyre Synod with the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian.  There are currently 1.7 million communicant members in the synod, plus children and adherents.  This is a very large denomination, with enormous responsibilities in witness to Christ’s love.  Glenn serves as Executive Director of the Blantyre Synod Development Commission, which initiates and coordinates development activities throughout Blantyre Synod.  Linda is Ecumenical Officer for Blantyre Synod, assisting the synod with visitors from various church partnerships around the world.  She writes, “Mission visits help people witness the wonderful faith and joy of Christians in the synod, and awaken people to the realities faced by everyday people in one of the world’s poorest countries.” Let us pray for Glenn and Linda as they continue this important work with our partner church in Malawi.   

UKRAINE

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Dr. David Pándy-Szekeres as he works with the Reformed Church of the Sub-Carpathian Ukraine (RCCU) as Supervisor of External Missions and Director of Schools.  Over the past year, the economic crunch as had a very negative impact on the operation of the four RCCU secondary schools.  A lack of funding and a rise in energy and utilities costs meant that student fees were increased by 67% at a time when families were facing heightened uncertainty with respect to employment (or not working at all).  Due to a high inflation rate, job losses and rising costs for food, family incomes are generally not sufficient to meet basic needs.  Let us pray for David as he works to find funding to keep these schools operating during very difficult economic times, and for people in Ukraine who are struggling to make ends meet.  

CANADA: Presbytery of Hamilton

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Hamilton Inner City Outreach Ministry at St. David’s Presbyterian Church in Hamilton, Ontario.  This ministry reaches out to children, youth, and families in need in Hamilton’s downtown core.  Its Discovery Club offers children between the ages of 6-13 a wide variety of new experiences, including singing, cooking, drama, crafts, carpentry and exposure to guest speakers.  It is a safe space where kids can feel like they are part of a community, share a meal together (for some, their only meal of the day), and find someone who will listen to them.  Let us pray for this vital ministry as it provides hope for a better future to those who otherwise would be living without hope. 

CANADA: Presbytery of Edmonton-Lakeland

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Edmonton Urban Native Ministry as it works to build and strengthen relationships with First Nations people in inner city Edmonton.  It serves people who are homeless, people with low incomes, and those receiving social assistance.  Its drop-in centre is open four days a week, providing hot meals and a safe community.  There is a small food and clothing bank, free music lessons, and free haircuts that help to build self-esteem.   A weekly worship service is held every Sunday afternoon, followed by a meal. Let us pray for EUNM as it continues to build bridges of healing with First Nations people, reaching out in Christ’s name to those in need.  

 

MISSION CAPSULES: October 2009
 

TAIWAN

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Dr. Paul McLean as he works in partnership with the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan and the Bible Society in Taiwan to translate the Bible into the Hakka language.  There are challenges translating the meaning of some Hebrew words and phrases into clear modern Hakka.  Prophetic books in the Old Testament are especially difficult to translate due to things such as poetic form, rare Hebrew words and phrases, and the frequent use of figurative language.  Paul writes, “I want to thank all congregations in the PCC who are making it possible for Hakka people in Taiwan to read, study and apply God’s Word in their own language.”  Let us pray for Paul and the translation team as they work to have the entire Hakka Bible ready for publication in 2010.  

 

 

 

JUSTICE MINISTRIES

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing . . . support Justice Ministries and the church to advocate for poverty reduction.  “Our mission is service: a call to help people in need and to permeate all of life with the compassion of God” (Living Faith 9.1.3).  We yearn for a world where every person has access to sufficient food, safe and secure homes and communities, access to health care and education, and participates fully in community life.  Seven of ten provincial governments have or are developing programs to reduce poverty.  October 17 is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty.  KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives will produce a four page resource highlighting the connections between poverty and climate change, and suggest ways to mark this date.  Justice Ministries would be delighted to speak with your presbytery or congregation.  Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing…support Justice Ministries and the church to advocate for poverty reduction.  

 

 

 

ROMANIA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Brian Johnston, an English and music teacher at the Theological Seminary of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Cluj, Romania.  Brian leads two choirs which are comprised of students who want to further their English skills and proclaim the good news of Christ’s love through singing.  Brian also works at children’s summer camps in Hungary, Croatia and Romania, using music and photography as teaching tools.  Brian quotes some words spoken at the beginning of a recent concert: “Music is the creation and gift from God which comforts us, gives us peace and renews our spirit and energy.  God the artist, in giving us this wonderful creation, not only unites us more closely but also connects us more deeply to God Himself.”  Let us pray for Brian and his choirs as they continue to sing God’s praises. 

 

 

 

CANADA: Presbytery of Westminster

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Hummingbird Ministries in British Columbia’s lower mainland.  Hummingbird Ministries is walking with Aboriginal people and with the church and others towards developing a good relationship. Healing circles help restore hope, freedom and justice.  The Wai Wah Aboriginal Sports and Recreation project provides healthy alternatives for Aboriginal youth.  The Aboriginal Leadership in Ministry project provides a forum for discussions on ministry, theology and Aboriginal cultures.  The Musical Kids project provides basic music and voice lessons, and the Kids Crafts project helps children have fun and build small business skills from selling crafts. Let us pray for Hummingbird Ministries as it walks with Aboriginal people on the journey towards social, spiritual and emotional recovery.  

 

MISSION CAPSULES: 
November 2009

GRENADA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Jim and Ann Young as they work with the Presbyterian Church of Grenada.  Jim ministers alongside the Rev. Osbert James at Belair Presbyterian Church, a small rural church.  Ann teaches remedial English and mathematics at MacDonald College, a Christian Secondary School where Jim also serves as Chaplain.  In his blog, Jim writes, “Christ makes it clear the purpose of our faith lies in what we do outside ourselves, not within ourselves. A Christian is a person for others as Jesus was a person dedicated to others.  Please continue to pray for us as we focus on what God’s will is for our work here.  Thank God with us each day for the opportunity to serve the people of our Island home.” You can follow the Youngs’ blog postings at http://www.jimandannyoung.blogspot.com/

 

 

YOUTH IN MISSION

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Youth in Mission (YIM) program as it works to provide youth and young adults with exciting mission opportunities in Canada and around the world.  YIM offers experience, service, life skills, faith growth, mission education, travel and new relationships.  The rewards are personal and spiritual.  YIM allows young people to put their faith into action, to experience different cultural settings and to see who they can contribute to society.  Let us pray for YIM participants as they share in the work of Jesus Christ through action and expand their faith experience.  

 

 

CANADA: Presbytery of Westminster

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help to create ministries in new regions and in new ways.  Burnaby Taiwanese Presbyterian Church in Burnaby, British Columbia was officially constituted in 2008.  It is the only Taiwanese Church in Burnaby and the north-east Greater Vancouver area.  Sermons are in Taiwanese, and a home-made Taiwanese lunch is served after each service.  The congregation reaches out to other Taiwanese through various programs, including choir, pastoral visits, Sunday school, bible studies and gatherings for different age groups.  The church shares a building with Brentwood Presbyterian Church and a Montessori kindergarten, so most daytime gatherings are held in family homes and a rented space at a United Church in Coquitlam.  Please pray for Burnaby Taiwanese Church as it continues to reach out to the growing Taiwanese community in the Burnaby area.  

 

 

CANADA: Presbytery of Halifax-Lunenburg 

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the two-point charge of St. Matthew’s and Hardwood Lands Presbyterian Churches in Elmsdale and Hardwood Lands, Nova Scotia.  

As with many rural churches and those in small towns, these congregations are very much community oriented.  A joint service is held whenever there are five Sundays in a month, alternating between the two churches.  This service is lively and informal, and the music team balances old time gospel songs with more modern praise songs.  New people who move into the community are drawn to these churches because of the friendly, welcoming atmosphere.  Let us pray for rural churches throughout Canada, and for St. Matthew’s and Hardwood Lands Presbyterian Churches as they reach out to their communities in the name of Christ. 

 

 

CANADA: Presbytery of Northern Saskatchewan

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support chaplaincies at universities across Canada.  The Ecumenical Chaplaincy at the University of Saskatchewan works in cooperation with inter-faith and ecumenical colleagues to support the spiritual needs of the university community by nourishing faith and building community among students.  It is a team ministry, with peer ministers (students) working alongside the chaplain, Ursula Wiig.  The students bring their own vision, skills and enthusiasm to the ministry, and are a great help to Ursula as she provides activities and pastoral support.  Let us pray for the University of Saskatchewan’s Ecumenical Chaplaincy as it provides a place of welcome and support.  
