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MISSION CAPSULES: June 2009

TANZANIA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support International Ministries interns like Leah Adema, an intern working with the Africa Inland Church of Tanzania from October 2008 until July 2009.  Leah is studying International Development at the University of Toronto.  In Tanzania she is helping with reporting, monitoring and other activities for programs supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development.  Let us pray for Leah as she prepares to return to her studies and life in Canada. 

HUNGARY

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Mary Gorombey as she works with the Reformed Church in Hungary’s School Integration Program, helping refugee students integrate into life in Hungary.  Mary helps lead a Bible study at the school and teaches Hungarian-as-a-second-language.  She also tutors many children in mathematics, geography, physics and biology.  Having fled from war-torn countries, some of the students suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, and meeting their needs can be a challenge.  Too often, children are sent to work by their parents, which means that school attendance and performance suffer as a result.  Mary says that when things get difficult, God remains faithful and provides her with hope, acting as a light to guide her out of the darkness.   Let us pray for Mary as she loves God’s people in Hungary. 
CANADA: Presbytery of New Brunswick

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support chaplaincies at universities throughout Canada, including the University of New Brunswick.  Rev. Kevin Burque, one of three chaplains at UNB’s ecumenical campus ministry, writes: “The atmosphere at the university is electric with the energy of youthfulness and the bustling ambition of young minds.  Keen to learn, students are often open to considering spirituality as an aspect of being human.  From day to day, I spend my time with students, staff and faculty, immersed in natural settings as a friend, mentor, guide and counsellor.’  Kevin’s passion for music and worshipping God in song led to the ministry’s first ecumenical worship service earlier this year, and he hopes that this will become a regular part of campus life at UNB.  Let us pray for UNB’s campus ministry, and for students who are discovering God at university. 

CANADA: Presbytery of Montreal
Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Église St. Luc, a francophone ministry in Montreal.  

Église St. Luc is working hard to be a vibrant community where spiritual needs can be met. Its membership is made up of people from many cultures including European, French Canadian, African, Malagasy, Haitian and Cuban.  The congregation treasures its diversity and makes sure that every culture participates in the expression of worship.  Three Sundays out of four the worship service is more traditional, and on the third Sunday of every month a family worship service is held, with a contemporary and more relaxed format. After the service, worshippers are invited into the church hall to share a potluck meal.  This more casual context favours the development of community and friendships.  Let us pray for Église St. Luc as it reaches out to francophone Presbyterians in Montreal. 

 

MISSION CAPSULES: July 2009
 

TAIWAN

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Louise Gamble as she teaches English at Tam Kang High School in Tamsui, Taiwan.  Tam Kang is a private Christian high school established by the Rev. George William Mackay, son of the Rev. Dr. George Leslie Mackay (the first Presbyterian missionary to Northern Taiwan).  There are currently 2600 students in attendance.  Louise teaches conversational English and English Reading to students in junior (grades 7-9) and senior (grades 10-12) classes.  She finds that the senior classes are the most rewarding because of the students’ high level of spoken English.  The most challenging aspect of her job?  Learning the names of more than 600 students!  Let us pray for Louise as she shares her time and talents teaching students at Tam Kang. 

EAPPI: Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support participants in the Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) as they accompany Palestinians and Israelis in their non-violent efforts to work for peace. Participants spend three months monitoring and reporting violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, offering protection through non-violent presence, engaging in public policy advocacy and standing in solidarity with churches.  In April, the Rev. Jeannie Lee returned to Toronto after three months in Bethlehem with EAPPI.  Jeannie is happy to share stories of her life-changing experiences with interested congregations.  Let us pray together for a peaceful resolution to conflict in the Middle East. 
CANADA: Presbytery of Peace River

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help Rev. Joanne Kim and North Peace Territorial Ministry (NPTM) provide outreach to many communities in the North Peace region of Alberta, an area of approximately 47,000 square kilometres.  Rev. Kim conducts two services every Sunday, traveling around 120 kilometres.  The ministry is made up of Strang Presbyterian Church in Dixonville (the northernmost Presbyterian Church in Canada!) and The North Peace Korean Ministry in Peace River. One the surface, the two congregations are quite different — Strang is an aging congregation in a farming community, while the Korean congregation is made up of young business people and professionals.  Yet both congregations seek to serve and love God and others, and are grateful for God’s grace and faithfulness.  Let us pray for NPTM as it reaches out in God’s love to serve people in Peace River.

CANADA: Presbytery of West Toronto

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support University Presbyterian Church, located in the Jane-Finch community of north-western Toronto.  It is a very diverse neighbourhood, with one of the highest proportions of youth, sole-supported families, refugees, immigrants and public housing tenants of any community in Toronto. UPC’s Mission Group has developed a “Reaching Up” ministry that provides free academic and art programs for school-aged children each day of the week.  The ministry consists of a homework centre, music school, and youth mentoring program.  Rev. Thomas Kim says that “University Presbyterian Church has become a ‘good news community’ where members and friends worship God, encourage one another, grow in Christ’s image and share the good news with Christian love.”  The congregation is growing so much that a second service was added in April.  Let us pray for the vibrant and exciting ministry at University Presbyterian Church. 

 

MISSION CAPSULES: 
August 2009

GUATEMALA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Denise Van Wissen, a Nutrition Coordinator working

with the Fraternidad of Maya Presbyterials in Guatemala.  The Fraternidad’s Bible studies and theological training help women, who have too often been discriminated against for both their gender and their ethnicity, discover their value as children of God. Basic education and training in technical skills help women prepare for the work force and begin income-generating activities. The provision of small loans allows the women to start or grow businesses of their choice such as shoemaking, raising livestock and handicrafts.  Educating mothers for healthy pregnancies and babies is a primary task in Denise’s work, and for the past year she has had the opportunity to “practice what she preaches” with her own son, Jeremy Alexander.  Let us pray for Denise and the women in Guatemala as they work to share God’s love. 

MALAWI

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Edward (Ed) Hoekstra as he works with

the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian as Associate Minister of St. Columba Church in Blantyre, Malawi. Ed is involved in all areas of pastoral ministry at the church, but has special responsibility for the English language service.  Ed is accompanied by his wife Jackie and two of their five children, Jacob and Nico.  Jackie writes, “We represent so much more than Ed and Jackie and the kids.  We represent the Presbyterian Church, the body of Christ, the hands and feet of Christ, the desire for justice, companionship in suffering, possibilities of something new.  We feel honoured to be among our brothers and sisters here, nurturing and encouraging them in their faith and having our faith strengthened by them.”  Let us pray for the Hoekstra family as they are witnesses to God’s love in Malawi. 
CANADA: Presbytery of Kamloops
Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Cariboo Presbyterian Church, a house church ministry that reaches out to people in rural and remote areas in the Cariboo region of British Columbia.  The Revs. John Wyminga and Shannon Bell-Wyminga minister with house church fellowships in Nazko (Ndazkoh), Quesnel, Kluskus (Lhoosk’uz), and Punchaw. Shannon writes: “There are continuing struggles in our region.  The downturn in the economy, the continuing struggle of cattle ranchers to make ends meet and the ongoing crisis of addiction, poverty and despair among many First Nations people are only a few. These struggles only show how harassed and helpless we can be and how much we continue to need the overwhelming compassion and love of Jesus.”  Let us pray for house churches in the Cariboo region as they journey together, discovering and sharing God’s love. 

CANADA: Presbytery of Montreal
Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Action Réfugiés Montréal (ARM) in downtown Montreal. ARM works in solidarity with refugees and refugee claimants by matching vulnerable refugee women with volunteers, facilitating the private sponsorship of refugees to Canada, and visiting people held in an immigration detention centre near Montreal.  These are some of the worlds most vulnerable people, fleeing violence, conflict and poverty.  Let us pray for this vital ministry as it brings hope to refugees seeking justice and safety in the greater Montreal region. 
JUSTICE MINISTRIES

Jesus challenges us to love our neighbours as ourselves. Through Presbyterians Sharing we support Justice Ministries and advocate for the protection of vulnerable people.  760,000 Canadian children live in poverty, and an increasing number of Canadians are adversely affected by the economic downturn. Poverty can be reduced.  In March, during a series of pre-budget vigils, Ontario’s faith communities, including a number of Presbyterians,  prayed for the poor at Queen’s Park.  Let us pray for those who are working towards a day when God’s abundance will be shared equally by all members of society.

 

