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MISSON CAPSULES: 
March 2009
ROMANIA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Brian Johnston, an English teacher at the Theological Seminary of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Romania.  Besides teaching, Brian directs two choirs made up of students from the seminary.  After a recent concert, choir member Emese Nagy wrote: “It was great to feel how, in music, the boundaries of the different languages and nationalities vanish. There was no more Hungarian-Romanian conflict, there was no ‘me’ and ‘the other’. There was just ‘us’ and the melody which connected us in a beautiful harmony throughout the evening.”  Let us pray for Brian and the choir as they share their faith and reach out to others through their music.

TAIWAN

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Dr. Paul McLean as he works in partnership with the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) and the Bible Society in Taiwan (BST) to translate the Bible into the Hakka language. Of the 4 million Hakka people living in Taiwan, very few are Christian.  Hakka church leaders believe that a Hakka Bible will help them share the good news with all Hakka people.  Paul is working with a translation team of Hakka ministers and elders.  He checks the quality of the Hakka draft translations verse by verse in relation to the original Hebrew Bible, then helps the translation team to correct and finalize the translation so that the BST can publish a clear and accurate Bible for Hakka churches in Taiwan. The New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs are now complete!  Let us pray for Paul and the translation team as they work to make the remaining books of the Old Testament accessible to Hakka people in their own language.   

CANADA: Presbytery of Northern Saskatchewan

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Saskatoon Native Circle Ministry.  Directed by The Rev. Stewart Folster, SNCM invites people from all walks of life to its healing circle and worship services, and provides a place of belonging for many who live on the margins of society.  In November, SNCM moved into its new facility, and Stewart is excited that they can now offer a place where people of all nations can call home.  The grand opening and dedication service is planned for April 26, 2009.  Let us pray for those who find friendship, food and shelter at SNCM, and for the staff who are providing this vital ministry to those in need.  

CANADA: Presbytery of West Toronto

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help support Stonegate Community Ecumenical Ministry in Etobicoke, Ontario.  Stonegate ministers mainly to low income households and single parent families.  Many have recently arrived in Canada.  Stonegate is working to address the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of individuals and families, and to ensure that everyone in the community is treated with justice and Christian compassion.  “Women’s Time”, a friendship and support, provides a safe environment where of all ages women can come together for a time of prayer, spiritual reflection, and emotional support.  Let us pray for the important work that is being done through Stonegate, in the name of Christ.   

JUSTICE MINISTRIES: KAIROS: Carbon Sabbath Initiative

Through Presbyterians Sharing we support Presbyterians striving to be wise stewards of God’s creation.  KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives and Justice Ministries train people of faith to become community leaders by exploring ways to measure and reduce their carbon footprint.  The Carbon Sabbath Initiative (CSI) helps family, friends and church communities to support each other as they discover ways to improve the environment.  Through our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing we are helping to re-energize people, congregations and communities who are striving to be good stewards of creation.  

 

MISSON CAPSULES: 
April 2009

GRENADA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Jim Young and Mrs. Anne Young as they work with the Presbyterian Church of Grenada.  Jim is serving as the minister of a rural church in Belair and Chaplain of McDonald College, a high school operated by The Presbyterian Church of Grenada.  Anne is volunteering at McDonald College to teach remedial English and mathematics.  Grenada is a small island state in the Caribbean.  Let us pray for the ministry of Jim and Anne as they share their gifts of ministry and teaching in Grenada. 

KENYA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Dr. Rick Allen, a community health physician working with the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA) to educate people about HIV and AIDS.  Rick participates in training programs emphasizing prevention. The programs equip lay persons and ministers to teach people about HIV, both within the church and in the community.  Drama, songs and poetry are used to convey facts about transmission, prevention, the availability of drugs, the lack of a cure, nutrition, discrimination and socioeconomic impacts.  The PCC is a founding partner of the PCEA’s HIV program.  Let us pray for Rick and the PCEA as they continue this vital work in Kenya. 

CANADA: Presbytery of Montreal

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support inner city ministries like Tyndale St-Georges Community Centre in Montreal.  The centre serves those living in a community affected by poverty, violence, addiction, gang involvement and low education levels.  Its academic, recreation and leadership programs help people address the root causes of these problems. Homework support, specialized tutoring, computer training, French language classes, school advocacy and career mentorship provide education opportunities for people at all levels.  Tyndale’s employment programs give adults the tools they need to find gainful employment.  Tyndale Treasures, the centre’s nearly-new store, provides on-the-job training in retail and warehousing.  Let us pray for Tyndale St-Georges as it works to equip and empower people who are struggling with poverty in Montreal.  

CANADA: Presbytery of West Toronto

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Toronto’s Boarding Homes Ministry.  This ministry invites members of congregations to form small groups that will visit and worship with residents of boarding homes.  It helps link churches with local boarding homes, and provides them with materials to help them conduct small group worship using the experiences and spiritual wisdom of boarding home residents.  The faith of all participants is strengthened. Residents are thrilled to be able to offer hospitality to those who visit, and to share their stories and experiences.  Let us pray for those in boarding homes who long to be acknowledged and loved, and for those who are helping to break down barriers of isolation. 

 

MISSON CAPSULES: 
May 2009

TAIWAN

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Murray Garvin as he teaches English at Yu Shan Theological College and Seminary in Taiwan.  Yu Shan was founded by The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan in 1946 to train leaders within the aboriginal church.  It was built on the side of a mountain by students, teachers and church volunteers.  Students are still involved in the upkeep and maintenance of the school, learning skills such as gardening, cleaning and building rock walls.  These skills keep them in touch with the life of the mountain villages where they will minister, and help them to supplement their incomes when they graduate.  Murray has been teaching at Yu Shan for five years, and enjoys building relationships with his students.  Let us pray for Murray and for the teachers and students at Yu Shan.  

NIGERIA

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support the Rev. Arlene Onuoha as she works with The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria (PCN) serving as the Publications Officer with the Board of Faith and Order.  She edits Bible study material and produces other Christian education publications.  She also serves as secretary for the Presbyterian Urban Health Services Board of Governors.  The Board is working to build a comprehensive health care centre and several satellite centres in economically depressed areas of Aba.  The main centre will eventually be expanded to become a hospital.  Let us pray for Arlene as she faithfully serves the church in Nigeria.  

CANADA: Presbytery of Winnipeg

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Flora House, part of Winnipeg Inner City Missions (WICM).  The north end of Winnipeg is a challenging environment for families raising children.  Gangs, violence, drugs, alcohol, gambling and bullying are just some of the issues faced.  Flora House is dedicated to creating a safe place in the community where the special needs of children and youth are nurtured and supported.  It offers an after-school program, a “learn and play” program for caregivers with young children, a summer camp, and a computer training program for older youth.  It also offers drop-in services for adults, including free phone and internet access.  Let us pray for Flora House as it reaches out to encourage, embrace and empower people in inner city Winnipeg. 

CANADA: Presbytery of Oak Ridges

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Maple, Ontario.  This small but growing congregation endeavours to be warm and hospitable. Its mission initiatives and church events, including many dinners throughout the year, reach out to the community on many different levels.  Maple’s worship services are a balance between traditional and contemporary.  Familiar hymn and prayers, interspersed with new, less formal songs, speak to people of all ages and experiences.  Members are encouraged to take an active role in all activities in the church, including worship.  Let us pray for St. Andrew’s Maple as it reaches out to the community in the name of Christ. 

CANADA: National Church Office

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support our National Church Office in Toronto, where staff coordinate programs and services for congregations.  They work to equip congregations and leaders for Christian education, worship, evangelism, mission, stewardship, youth ministries and justice work.  They recruit and send mission personnel to serve partners around the world, support congregations and ministries across Canada, coordinate General Assembly, facilitate exchange visits, and provide financial services. Let us pray for our national office staff as they work on the mission and ministry we do together, helping Christ’s light shine in Canada and around the world.  
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