Participants in our Service Tonight:

Ministers:
 Rev. Brooke Ashfield and Rev. Linda Ashfield

Speaker:
 Debbie Bodkin. Debbie Bodkin. Debbie is a police
                          officer from the Waterloo Regional Police Service. She

                          was one of 12 investigators who were part of the United
                          Nations Commission of Inquiry into Darfur. Debbie and
                          her colleagues interviewed thousands affected by the
                          crisis that has consumed Sudan and neighbouring
                          nations. 

Soloists: 
 Mary Catherine McNinch-Pazzano, Corry Cotter


Accompanist: Terry English


We would like to invite you to worship with us…
December 24th, Christmas Eve:


5 p.m. –  a short service for families with young children


7 p.m. –  candlelight service; tone chime choir


9 p.m. –  candlelight service; choir & string quartet

           11 p.m. – communion candlelight service with soloist.

Sunday December 28th   10 a.m. service. 

Sunday January 4th,  9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
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Thinking Compassionate Spirituality

knoxwaterloo.ca

Welcome to this time of worship. We come together tonight, seeking God’s comfort. May the readings, the music and the light of the candles bring us the hope, the peace, the joy and the love that we seek. God bless you.

The Longest Night Service
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Sunday, December 21st, 2008, 8:00 p.m.

Knox Presbyterian Church, Waterloo
knoxwaterloo.ca

*Means please stand if you are able
Personal Quiet Time:

We, unaccustomed to courage
exiles from delight
live coiled in shells of loneliness
until love leaves its high holy temple
and comes into our sight
to liberate us into life.

From - "Touched by An Angel" -Maya Angelou
Musical Prelude:  “Comfort Ye”- (Isaiah 40, 1-3) (Handel’s Messiah)

      Soloist: Mary Catherine-McNinch-Pazzano
Welcome and Introduction

*Hymn Number 122 (in the dark blue Hymn Book) 


We sing verses  1, 2, 6 and 7 “Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel”
Opening Prayer

Hymn Number 119 “Hope is a star”
Hebrew Scripture: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
           
Lighting the Advent Wreath:

     Leader: We light the candle of Hope as we await the coming of

                   Jesus, who is our source of hope. (candle of hope is lit)

     People: Thank you, Lord, for the gift of hope, in our times of

                   emptiness.

     Leader: We light the candle of Peace, knowing that Jesus is the

                   Prince of Peace. (candle of peace is lit)

     People: Thank you, Lord, for the gift of peace in our times

                   of uncertainty.
     Leader: We light the candle of Joy, knowing that our comfort

                   and help come from God.  (candle of joy is lit)

     People: Thank you, Lord, for the gift of joy in our times of

                   sadness.

     Leader: We light the candle of Love, knowing that God is love

                   revealed to us in Jesus Christ.

     People: Thank you, Lord, for the gift of love in our times of

                   loneliness.

     Leader: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with

                  God, and the Word was God.

     People: The Word became flesh and lived among us, full of
                  grace and truth.

     Leader: In him was life, and that life was the light of all. We

                  light the Christ Candle, knowing that Jesus is our hope,

                  our peace, our joy and the source of love. 

                  (the Christ candle is lit) 
     People: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
                   has never been able to extinguish it.
Hymn Number 164 “O little town of Bethlehem”
Gospel Reading: John 1:1-14
Solo: “Listen My People” – words & music: Paul &Andre Durocher
                    Mary Catherine-McNinch-Pazzano
Hymn Number 634 “Will you come and follow me?”

Meditation – Debbie Bodkin
Hymn Number 165 “O little town of Bethlehem”

Lighting our own Candles - All who wish, may come forward to light a candle in memory of someone – or as a sign of hope.

Special Music: “Con Te Partiro” (Time to Say Goodbye) 
        -words & music:  Francesco Sartori, Lucio Quarantotto &

                                    Frank Peterson                         

                          -Mary Catherine McNinch Pazzano and Corey Cotter
Prayer of Affirmation
Blessing of Hope and Light

Postlude 

 x x x x x x

You are most welcome to a time of refreshment in the church hall, right beside the sanctuary.  Thank you to the Pastoral Care Committee for providing refreshments tonight. Thank you also to our readers, musicians, and to those helping with ushering and greeting tonight. 
