The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Heritage Sunday

Resource Materials prepared by Rev. Dr. Tom and Rev. Paula Hamilton on behalf of 

the Presbyterian Church in Canada Committee on History

At the 135th General Assembly, The Committee on History proposed that The Presbyterian Church in Canada seek to celebrate the Presbyterian heritage that exists within our congregations.  We believe that the historic contributions of servants and leaders in the Reformed Tradition, as well as stories of faith within our own individual church families are often overlooked or taken for granted in our congregations.  It is time for the church to recognize and celebrate our heritage!  We are suggesting that the Church designate one Sunday per year as Heritage Sunday, and use it as an opportunity to celebrate the history, traditions, and individual and collective faith stories that make us uniquely Presbyterian.  

The Assembly approved the motion and designated the third Sunday in February be Heritage Sunday.

The following materials are meant to serve as a guideline for ways you and your congregation can celebrate Heritage Sunday.  

SUGGESTIONS:

ADVERTISE:

Have announcements in your bulletin several weeks prior to Heritage Sunday to pique interest.  If you have a worship planning team, have them come up with ideas of how to best celebrate our Reformed, Presbyterian heritage in your congregation.

DISPLAY

· Have a display of photographs and other documents from the past.  If you have congregational archives, this is an ideal time to profile your archivist and to have her/him choose some interesting items to display for the congregation.  

· Have photos from events such as the first wedding or first  baptism in the church, photos of sod-turning or expansion events, or any special services unique to your congregation.  If there are videos of special occasions, have them running on a television.

· For congregations with longer histories, have a “Remember When . . .” section and display things like communion tokens, old hymn books, catechism booklets, etc.  Many of our younger and newer members have no idea what a communion token is, many have never even seen a communion card!

PROFILES

Profile a few members of your congregation during the Heritage Sunday service.  For instance, Charter Members (if any are still living), or the descendents of Charter Members showing the connection of the past to the present.

Profile family connections from within:  for example, in some congregations, four generations of the same family worship together.  

Alternatively, you can profile any of the Reformers like John Calvin, John Knox, or Martin Luther and how they have influenced us as Presbyterians.

There are also several good videos you can show for a movie night such as “Luther” starring Joseph Fiennes. 

Canadian Presbyterian profiles may be found in the conference papers of the Canadian Society of Presbyterian History or in the multiple volumes of Called To Witness. 

STORIES OF FAITH

Heritage Sunday is a great opportunity to share stories of faith from within your congregation.  Choose several individuals and have someone ask them a few questions and have capsules printed up on an insert for the bulletin.

Ask them questions like:

What made you want to be a member of this church?

What is most important to you about your faith?

What’s the most profound answer to prayer you’ve ever had?

What’s your favorite scripture verse?

What’s your favorite hymn?

What do you most want the next generation to know about faith and this place?

Sample Story/Profile
”DM” is the Clerk of Session at ---- Presbyterian Church.  She and her husband have made the church central in their lives.  DM says she became a member of --- because it was close by when they moved to the neighborhood and the congregation was so friendly and welcoming.  She says the most important aspect of her faith is that “it is always there, seeing me through the good times and the rough spots.  It’s part of me and keeps me going.”  DM is also a strong believer in the power of prayer and says she has seen many answers to prayer, both great and small over the years.  Her favorite Bible verse is Proverbs 3:4-5 and her favorite hymn is “Jesus, Master, Whose I Am” with “All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” as a close second!  Her hope is that ---- continue as a place of joy and refuge in the years ahead, seeking to share faith with others and be open and welcoming to newcomers.  

WORSHIP RESOURCES

Scripture Suggestions:

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.  Hebrews 13:8  (from Hebrews 13:5b-8)

“Celebrating our past, living out our faith today, looking forward to our future.”

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.  Hebrews 12:1 

Hymn Suggestions:

330
O God, Our Help in Ages Past

337
Eternal, Unchanging, We Sing to Your Praise

475
I Am the Church! You Are the Church!

476
Amigos de Cristo/Friends of the Lord

477
Your Hand, O God, Has Guided

479
The Church’s One Foundation

611
For All the Saints

Faith of Our Fathers  

Choruses: 
In Christ Alone (Keith Getty/Stuart Townend, CCLI  Song # 3350395)



Forever  (Chris Tomlin, CCLI Song # 3148428)

CALL TO WORSHIP

Hebrews 13:5b-8(NRSV)
5Our Lord has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 

6So we can say with confidence,


“The Lord is my helper;


I will not be afraid.


What can anyone do to me?”

7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you;

 consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 

8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.


Let us worship God!

OPENING PRAYER

Almighty and ever-loving God,

as we gather together today in Your name, 

we come with grateful hearts for all You have done 

and all You are doing in our lives.

Lord, You call us as Christians to celebrate the past.  Thank you for the men and women in previous centuries who serve as examples of Christian faith.  

Lord, You call us as Christians to celebrate the present.  Thank you for the people around us on the same journey of faith.

Lord, You also call us as Christians to celebrate the future.  Knowing that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever, may we look ahead with hope, and live out Your purposes and plans through a dynamic reformed and reforming faith.

For we pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who taught His first disciples, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Loving God, as we bow our heads in Your presence this day, we come with the realization that we have often been less than You call us to be.

You call us to honour our mothers and fathers and to respect elders and authority.

But so often, Lord, we choose instead to ignore them and refuse to learn from their wisdom and experience.  Rather than celebrate the past and learn from it, we feel sure that there must be newer, better ways to do things.  

And sometimes our attitudes put us in danger of losing an important part of who we are.

Lord God, You have not called us to be all things to all people.  You have called us to share the Gospel and make disciples of all nations.  In Your mercy, please forgive us, Lord, for our failure to do as You ask.  

Through the power and work of Your Spirit in and among us, help us to honour our past while still having vision for the future.  Give us strength and courage to share our faith with others and in so doing, live out Your calling on our lives.

We pray in Jesus’ name.  AMEN.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON/FORGIVENESS

Hear the Good News!

God’s mercy is from everlasting to everlasting.

When we confess our sins, God has promised to forgive us.

Accept God’s gift of forgiveness and give forgiveness when it is asked of you.

CHILDREN’S STORY

Show an old photograph (the older the better!) from the past of your congregation.  This could be a photo from a meeting, from the first service held in the church, or from an event in the past.  It’s particularly helpful if there is a connection between someone in the picture and someone currently in your congregation.

Sample Story:

Do you see this photograph?  It’s a picture from more than forty years ago when some people got together to talk about building a church here.

If it weren’t for them, we might not have a church here right now.

Because of their faith, they thought it was important to have a church where everyone could come together to worship God, and to learn together, and have fun together.

So they built this church where we now come to worship God.

Today we are celebrating Heritage Sunday – it’s a day when we celebrate the people in the past who helped make our church what it is today.  

Some of your grandparents or even great-grandparents were here when this church was first built, and maybe someday your grandchildren will worship here!

So, today, we give thanks for all those people who made sure a church would be here for us to come and learn about Jesus, about God’s love, so that we can tell others about it and they can come here, too!

Let’s pray together:

Dear God, 

We thank You for the people, who many years ago,

helped to build this church.

Thank You that we can come here, and learn about You and Your love for us.

We pray You will use us, in the years ahead, to teach other people about You.

In Jesus’ name we pray.  AMEN.

BENEDICTION:

As God sent Christ, so Christ sends us into the world as His disciples to share the Good News with all we meet.  As you go from this place, know that God goes with you, today and forever.  AMEN.
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Moir, John S., ed.  Called To Witness, Profiles of Canadian Presbyterians, A Supplement to Enduring Witness.  The Committee on History, PCC, Volumes 1-4
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