
24 Presbyterians from across Canada attended KAIROSõ national gathering held 

June 17-20, 2009 at the University of Waterloo.  Ministers, laity, and regional and 

national office staff participated.  Justice Ministries is grateful for their faithful, and 

determined dedication to KAIROS and justice work in the church.   

 

The gathering brought together 400 people from member churches of KAIROS, 

Aboriginal people, Southern and Canadian KAIROS partners.  The theme òThe 

end of the world as we know itéThank God!ó explored apocalyptic themes and 

stories (such as poverty, violence, human rights abuse, environmental degradation) 

in contemporary society.  Participants were renewed by stories of hope, and the 

assurance of Godõs love and strength for the building of the Reign of God. 

 

These are reflections from some of the Presbyterian participants, many of whom 

were supported through the generosity of Presbyterians Sharingé 

Talking to the other Aboriginal 

women, I heard their personal strug-

gles working within a church organi-

zation and being able to maintain 

their Aboriginal identity. Many of 

them were able to balance their Christi-

anity and their Aboriginal spiritual-

ity within their lives.  They had a 

sense of humour, were well educated 

and had a real love for the people they 

are working to help...Our shared sto-

ries can help create change for the bet-

ter.  

Ms. Vivian Ketchum, Winnipeg MB 

ò 

ó 

It was very spiritually 

stimulating...morning wor-

shipésunrise ceremonies.  It 

was wonderfully inclusive in 

language and song.  Refresh-

ingly contemporary.  I was 

glad to see so many Presbyte-

rians there -- to see familiar 

faces and to meet new friends 

from across the Church. 

Rev. Martin Wehrmann, St.Catharines ON 

ó 

ò 

This was an amazing experi-

ence for me both as a Christian 

and as an advocate for justice.  

Ms. Cathy Scott, Hanwell NB   

ò 
ó 
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Thank-you  

I'm still digesting all the 

wonderful experiences, and 

grounding I felt over those 

few days. I feel blessed to 

have been part of this com-

munity of caring people. 

Ben Taal, Victoria BC 

ò 

ó 

It was the most meaningful event 

[Iõve] attended in many years.  

Rev. Bruce McAndless-Davis, Vancouver BC 

ò 
ó 

It was a tremendous 

experience. 

Rev. Tony Boonstra, Ottawa ON 

ò ó 


